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West of the Clee magazine is available by subscription and is produced monthly.
Subscriptions are £6.00 p.a. and run from January to December. Please pay your distributor cash, or pay by BACS 
with your name & postcode as ref to Natwest, 82535825, 53-81-18 or send a cheque for £6 (payable to ‘West of 
the Clee’) to The Treasurer, Norman Willis, Crud y Gwynt, Cleedownton, Ludlow, SY8 3EH Edited by Linda Fowler, 
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Parish Contacts
Bromfield Benefice

Bitterley with Middleton, Bromfield, Clee St Margaret 
and Cold Weston, Onibury, Stanton Lacy, Stoke St 
Milborough, The Heath, and Hopton Cangeford.
Wedding, funeral and baptism enquiries 
Group office, Grace Johnson Tel: 07493 247184, 
bromfieldbenefice@outlook.com. Office open  9.30 - 
12.30 Monday and Wednesday.  
Rector: Rev’d Fr Justin Trevelyan Parker. The Vicarage, 
Bromfield, Ludlow SY8 2JP Tel 07932 606420

From the editor’s desk

Welcome to the April issue...
The Dalai Lama once said ‘If you think you are too small to make a difference, try sleeping with a mosquito’. 
Ye-e-s, but this time the enemy is many more times smaller than that, and has brought whole countries to their 
knees. It’s the C-word, the coronavirus, otherwise know as Covid-19. As I write, we must all co-operate now 
we’re in lockdown, by strict social distancing.  But in these difficult, troubling and trying times, there is much 
good that has come out of the situation, as well as heartbreak. So try to find something positive to focus on 
every day, and still get out into the fresh air once a day. Look out for Sally Walker’s daily meditation slot online 
(p11) for your mental well-being.  Whilst social interaction is to be avoided, maybe now is the time (if you don’t 
already) to start using Facetime or Skype. They are both free. It’s much more fun to see your friends & rellies 
than to just talk on the phone.  If you’ve got a smartphone, ipad or computer you can do it from the contacts 
book. Finally, If you are a WOTC subscriber and would prefer a PDF copy of the magazine, please email me with 
your name, your village name & email address. Please put “Digital copy” in the subject line. See you next month!

Community contacts
Age Concern    01584 876039
Citizens’ Advice   03444 991100 
Crime stoppers    0800 555 111 
Cruse Bereavement Care   0870 1671677 
Doctor, Portcullis Surgery  01584 872939 
Doctor, Station Drive Surgery 01584 872461
Domestic violence helpline 0800 783 1359 
Emergency    999
Electricity power cut   105
Environment Agency  0800 80 70 60
Floodline 24hrs   0345 988 1188
Gas emergency   0800 111 999
Grants for community groups www.shropshire-rcc.org.uk

Home from Hospital  01584 878 046 
Ludlow Assembly Rooms   01584 878141

Ludlow College    01584 872846
Ludlow Hospital    01584 872201
(MP Philip Dunne   01584 872187) 
NHS non-emergency  111
Pharmacy Lloyds   01584 872230
Police non-emergency  101
RSPCA cruelty or distress 0300 1234 999 
Samaritans   116 123
Severn Trent emergencies  0800 783 4444 
Shropshire Council   0345 678 9000
Shrops Community Transport 0777 296 4517
Shrops roads & transport  0345 678 9006
South Shrops Care Provider 01584 874922
WOTC distribution Ruth Ellis 01584 823526 
Additions to this list: westoftheclee1@gmail.com

Linda Fowler • westoftheclee1@gmail.com • 07432 661533

Blackford Chapel Rev. Kim Stilwell Tel: 01584 318628 12 
Bitterley Close, Ludlow, SY8 1XP

Next deadline 
April 18th midday

Ashfords Benefice 
Ashford Bowdler, Ashford Carbonel, Caynham, Knowbury, 
Ludford, Richards Castle. 
Rector: the Revd. Lynn Money, St Mary’s Rectory, Donkey Lane, 
Ashford Carbonel, SY8 4DA.  01584 831203, ashfordsrector@
gmail.com
Churchwardens: Ann Reid, 01584 875519 & Stephen Ashford, 
01584 874402, sjashford@hotmail.com.  
Ashford’s Group Church Office: Clare Bicker-Caarten, 7 The 
Hayles, Donkey Lane, Ashford Carbonel, SY8 4DA  
01584 831585 ashfordspa@outlook.com 
The Church office is open on Mon & Thurs 9:00am - 1.00pm
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April church services

Pastoral letter

Dear All
Well, this is a peculiar state of 
affairs to say the least!

So many of us will feel uncertain, 
fearful, uncomfortable and 
inconvenienced. The world 
looks very different to just a 
week ago, and unrecognizable 
from the last issue of the 
magazine.
 

I’ve said before that there’s an old joke common in clerical 
circles “How do you make God laugh? Tell Him your plans!”

I woke on the morning of 20th March with a really good, 
high temperature, the kind that allows you to fry eggs just 
using yourself. It may not be CV-19 as is feared, but it might 
just be, particularly as now accompanied with all the usual, 
unattractive side orders of cough, pain, aches etc.

With that in mind, and with my concern for your health and 
well-being, I am locking myself away in the Vicarage and am 
typing from my bed. If I am more rambling than usual, forgive 
me! I’m separate, but not alone, as my family are stuck in 
lockdown too. Many are not so fortunate and may feel very 
lonely and concerned.

What does the Bible have to say to us, in times like these? 
Much, I would suggest, but here are a few thoughts.
 
The prophet Isaiah reports the word and promise of God to 
His people in a time of change and oppression: “Fear not for I 
have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine”
You – yes you – are God’s and He loves and wants the best 
for and from you now and always. Moreover, He is with you 
every day so you are never alone.
 

The second most important of the commandments is ”Love 
your neighbour as yourself”. Love your neighbour, care for 
your neighbour, be concerned about and check upon them, 
but also keep them safe. This verse is well known, but don’t 
forget that you are required to love yourself too. You cannot 
love your neighbour if you have no love and respect for God’s 
wonderful work in creating marvellous you!

This means that you have to take care of yourself; without 
this, you will have no strength, health or energy to care for 
others.
 
We can no longer meet in our churches to praise God and 
pray for His world and those in it, but we can do all those 
things at home.
Let’s be separated but together in our will and hope that love 
will flourish and conquer all.
 
Lastly, please thank God for, and continually pray on behalf 
of, all those who can’t stay at home, safe and sound.
The doctors, nurses, care workers, ambulance, fire and 
police personnel.
The shop workers, packers, drivers and backroom staff.
The farmers, pickers, packers and producers
I can’t list all those we need to have in our prayers, they are 
too numerous, but God loves and knows them all
 
Keep praying, keep hopeful, keep safe and keep loving
 With all my prayers and blessings
Your priest and friend
Justin
Rev’d Fr Justin Trevelyan Parker  
Bromfield Benefice 
justin.parker@mfgsolicitors.com  

All services have been cancelled till 

further notice.

It is understood that some church 

buildings might be open for private prayer 

but strictly on a social distancing basis. 

Do not get closer than 2m to anyone.
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village & church life

Stoke St Milborough 
Village Hall closed
In view of the worsening COVID-19 situation the village 
hall at Stoke St Milborough is closed until further notice.
Sadly all of our planned events are cancelled in line with, 
I would think, other village halls. Take care, stay well
Susi Williams   s816williams@btinternet.com

SSM support
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stokestmcovid19/
With a global emergency on our hands, we need to 
be sharing information, so that everybody gets the help 
and support that they need. Use this Facebook group to 
request and offer assistance during the period in which 
self-isolation will be required of many local residents. 
There are no geographical borders to this group, so 
please share and add anyone within reasonable reach 
of Stoke St Milborough who might be able to benefit 
or to help.

If you are having trouble accessing the group, or if you 
don’t use Facebook at all, get in touch with Ashley Smith 
at 01584 823560 or alvsmith@gmail.com to be included 
in the support group via email or WhatsApp. 
Ashley Smith alvsmith@gmail.com  01584 823560
www.alvsmith.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stokestmcovid19/

Drop in for coffee, but not yet...  
Although St Milburga’s is now open for visitors at any 
time, in the present circumstances, it has been decided 
that we should wait to start our coffee mornings, until 
the coronavirus has passed and we are all feeling more 
sociable again.
So ‘watch this space’ as they say!
Sue Cornah 

Council minutes
Minutes of Closed Meeting of  Stoke St Milborough and 
Hopton Cangeford Parish Council
On Wed 4th March at 7:30pm at Stoke Village Hall
Public excluded from meeting to consider both Appeals 
in item 6 and 7.
Present: Cllrs G.Price, I.Powell, M.Vigar, B.Norgrove, 
E.James, W.Richards: Clerk
1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr T. Whiteman, D.Edwards, 
C.Dahn
2. Declarations of Interest relating to this meeting: 
None

3. Minutes: Minutes from 30-1-20 read by Chair and 
signed as a correct record
4. Matters Arising: Clerk and Cllr Vigar to update 
website and see if it can alert people to news; ongoing.
5. Finance: Balance £6685.14 + £761.05. Cheque request 
for Clerks wages £285.00
6. To receive planning appeal on Application: Site 
Address: Thornacre, Stoke St Milborough, Alleged 
breach: Appeal against without planning permission, 
a material change of use of the Land from agriculture 
to a mixed use of agriculture and use for recreational 
motorcycling. Appeal reference: 20/02799/ENF Planning 
Inspector ref: APP/L3245/C/19/3234443 Planning or 
Enforcement ref: 18/06050/ENF: Statement unanimously 
decided: The PC are aware that residents are upset 
by the noise nuisance and disturbance of the moto-x 
track. The PC are in support of Shropshire Councils 
enforcement action. Cllr Vigar would like AONB to be 
mentioned. Discussed: decided against it.
7. To Receive Planning Appeal on Application: Site 
Address: Land East Of The School House, Hopton 
Cangeford, Description of development: Erection of 
two detached dwellings with detached open fronted 
double garages Application reference: 17/04421/FUL 
Appellant’s name: Mr Mark Wiggin Planning Inspector 
ref: APP/L3245/W/20/3244695 Appeal reference: 
20/02800/REF:
Discussed and statement unanimously agreed as: 
Previous comments remain unchanged and it is a 
greenfield site. Since the application the PC held an 
open meeting and voted that the settlement should 
become Open Countryside. The PC are in unanimous 
support of Shropshire Councils decision.
8. Potholes or Highway issues Clerk to re-send previous 
issues 
9. Correspondence Properties affected by flooding can 
get financial help and Council Tax Relief. Clerk to add 
to website. 
10. Items for the next meeting: (For dissemination of 
information only)
11. Date of Next Meeting: Thurs. 21st May AGM

For full version of minutes please see website or contact 
the Clerk.
Your Cllrs: G. Price (Chairman), C. Dahn, D. Edwards, 
E. James, B. Norgrove, I. Powell, D. Powell, 
M. Vigar, T. Whiteman                                                                              
Wendy Richards; Clerk/RFO      stokestmilboroughpc@
outlook.com   07813 271 274
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Caynham
St Mary’s Church 1
St Mary’s Caynham has suspended all services and social 
events until further notice. We are, however, open for 
private prayer everyday during daylight hours.
Stephen Ashford

St Mary’s Church 2 & village hall
Alll events detailed in our latest newsletter for the 
church and village hall are cancelled including yoga; in 
some cases alternative arrangements are being made, 
eg online meetings.

There have been some offers of help for those required 
to stay at home and we have set up a registration 
process on our website. I’m also collecting information 
about local shops who are prepared to make home 
deliveries. I’m very impressed so far with the willingness 
of retailers to help out, including offers of collecting 
and delivering items from other suppliers. This is just as 
well because the supermarkets are a disaster, with no 
online delivery slots available from Tesco or Sainsbury’s 
and the earliest from Waitrose being late April (as of 
yesterday) - so meanwhile we starve??

I intend to circulate a supplement to our newsletter - 
which has gone out early to get the help system up and 
running - to identify volunteers and to publicise those 
shops that are offering delivery services etc. This will 
also be on our website with a mention on our Facebook 
page - you’re welcome to mention this.

So far, very helpful responses from:
Broad Bean
The Fruit Basket (will deliver items from other suppliers)
Mousetrap Cheese (will work with Fruit Basket)
Walls Butchers
The Fish House
Griffiths Butchers
The Olive Press (there’s discussion amongst the market 
traders to collaborate on this, I believe)
David Faulkner

Caynham update
The March newsletter has been sent out early because 
of the current emergency. As many of our distributors 
are in the ‘at risk’ group, and in the interests of social 
distancing for all, the newsletter will in future - at least 
until the end of restrictions - not appear as a paper 
document. It will continue to be published online (http://
www.caynham.eclipse.co.uk/news.html). If you would 
like a copy sent by e-mail, then please let me know and 

I will send you a pdf version each month.

We have set up a new home page dedicated to the 
pandemic on the website (http://www.caynham.eclipse.
co.uk/index.html), which we hope will provide useful 
and helpful information to residents, especially those 
who are required to stay at home. This already lists 
names and contact details of volunteers prepared to 
help with shopping and running errands etc. If you have 
some spare time and are not restricted by the health 
guidelines, please consider adding your name to the list 
- simply fill in the form on the web page. For those who 
wish to make use of the service, please bear in mind 
that our volunteers may only have limited time available 
to help out!

Coming very shortly will be a listing of local shops that 
are offering phone ordering and home deliveries to 
Caynham. There has been a tremendously generous 
response from local independent traders. The list 
currently focuses on food shopping and is by no means 
exhaustive. If you know of other shops offering this 
service please let me or Terry Anley know and we will 
add them to the list. We need urgently to find suppliers 
of household items such as cleaning products and toilet 
paper as well.

As you’ve probably found, supermarkets are not coping. 
Tesco, Morrisons, Sainsbury’s and Waitrose all deliver 
to this area in normal times, but their delivery slots 
are fully booked (Tesco, Sainsbury’s) or very distant 
(Waitrose - 6 weeks wait). Sainsbury’s claim they will 
be prioritising vulnerable groups from Monday 23rd 
March, but it isn’t at all clear how they plan to do this 
or how they can identify individuals at risk. And you 
may well not get all you ordered.
David Faulkner

Caynham WI report
After welcoming us all to the meeting Glynnis asked us 
all to stand for a minute’s silence in memory of Mary 
Mellings. Mary had been a very long standing, dedicated 
and enthusiastic member of Caynham Ashford WI for 
many years and it was only relatively recently she had 
to ‘retire’ from the WI because of mobility problems.
The Wednesday Coffee Morning Slimmers have very 
kindly donated £50 to the Blood Bikes Charity. The 
ladies gather, chatter, weigh themselves and if they 
have gained weight put a donation in the tin. It is all 
goodhearted fun, and by the amount of the donation 
they obviously don’t take it too seriously…keep on 
eating the cake girls.

Chris King brought to our attention a leaflet she had 
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picked up from Ludlow Library about The Shropshire 
Mayflower Children. The Mayflower set sail for 
America in 1620 and among the passengers were four 
young children from the More family from Larden Hall, 
Shipton, Much Wenlock. A group called ‘Shropshire’s 
Mayflower Children’ is organising various activities, 
events and meetings in Much Wenlock for the 400th 
anniversary in September which will highlight the story 
of the four More children who sailed on the ship amid 
the 17th century scandal involving adultery and disgrace. 
The Cinema Group is on hold at the moment, Ludlow 
Assembly Rooms is a bit hit and miss because of the 
ongoing building work and The Regal in Tenbury 
suffered badly in the floods.

The speaker for the evening was Keith Bosner who gave 
us a presentation on Carravagio. Keith was introduced 
to the artist whilst on a boys’ ‘educational’ rugby and 
Guinness weekend in Dublin. Due to the inclement 
weather the nearest place they could shelter from the 
rain was The National Gallery. It was there that Keith 
saw Caravaggio’s ‘The Taking of Christ’, and it was this 
painting that fuelled his love, interest and passion for 
the artist. His paintings combine a realistic observation 
of the human state both physical and emotional with 
a dramatic use of lighting. They vividly express crucial 
moments and scenes often featuring violent struggles, 
torture and death. Whereas I can fully appreciate what 
an utterly brilliant artist he was I don’t think I would like 
one of his pictures hanging over my fireplace.

Our April meeting is cancelled and all future meetings 
till further notice. 
Sandra Warner sandramwarner@aol.com

Clee St Margaret
Should the WI ladies go to jail?
It was meeting as usual in the committee room 
of Clee St. Margaret village hall for the last of the 
Monday afternoon gatherings of the WI. Much needed 
discussing, from what use should be put to the bursary 
the institute had been given to what activity the ladies 
would decide to do during August when there would not 
be an official meeting. The suggestion that received the 
most laughter was a proposed visit to Shrewsbury jail: 
but not to stay, you understand! The year’s programme 
had been finalised and members were thanked for their 
contributions. All was well in the financial department 
and the treasurer announced that monies could be 
made available for a craft session later in the year. 

The president had attended a course at Denman College 

and showed the assembly some exquisite needlework. 
The secretary reported on that a course about rustic 
farmhouse cookery had been an inspiration. And 
Sharon had visited Richard’s Castle WI and returned 
more knowledgeable about brass than when she went.
Members were told about activities at Brimfield and 
Attingham Park and an open meeting at Much Wenlock.

The speaker for the evening was Iain Wright, who 
gave an illustrated adventure through the North Island 
of New Zealand. He and his wife had spent some 
time travelling about the island and he described its 
contrasting architecture, climate, and way of life. It 
was a most fascinating talk, for Iain had explored the 
land in a very different manner to that of the ‘typical’ 
tourist and his audience was kept spell bound by the 
delightful photographs he had taken. Ladies of the WI, 
this is a speaker to inspire. If you want to learn about a 
foreign country, then Iain is your man to tell you about 
it; provided he has been there, of course. Iain was 
given an enthusiastic vote of thanks by the president 
and members served delicious refreshments to the 
assembled guests.

The competition entries were, something beginning 
with M included money, mints, marbles, a monkey 
wrench and matches. This month, the speaker was due 
to be Mr. Alan Burrell, talking about deer on the Clee 
Hills; But the meeting scheduled for Wednesday 8th 
April, has had to be cancelled.
Joan Palmer joan.palmer4@btinternet.com

CSM events, news, cancellations
All church services in the diocese are cancelled until 
further notice. The WI meetings are cancelled.

There will be no more book clubs in Clee St. Margaret 
as the library will not issue any more books.

The lenten lunch at Clee St. Margaret is off. We hope to 
hold it later in the year under a different name.

There will be no more skittles matches this season. 
This means High Leys has won the league and Clee St. 
Margaret, I think, is third.

Keep Fit has been altered in that three of us are meeting 
(but not the others) and we spread ourselves out in the 
hall, and we don’t have a cup of tea afterwards, but 
we did have a chat in the hall at a distance, which was 
rather fun!

So that’s the sorry state of affairs as I write. Both David 
and I are very grateful we have a large garden to keep us 
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busy and I intend to decorate all the rooms in the house 
while this wretched disease runs its course. On the 
computer last night there was no mention of any cases 
in Shropshire at all, which was encouraging and the fact 
that China is reporting no new cases gives scope for a 
bit of optimism.
---
It seems every news bulletin at the moment is full of the 
coronavirus and what the people of this land should do. 
Some have taken to buying in bulk because ‘you never 
know when we shall be able to shop again’ and others 
are trying to carry on as normal. Trying times. There 
are events planned for the future which might have to 
be cancelled or, at least, postponed. One that is already 
decided is the local election, due to take place in May.  
This will take place next year.

Our own Annual Parish Meeting is supposed to take 
place in May and this year is scheduled for Monday 11th 
May at 8 o’clock in the village hall. The council does 
not yet know whether this meeting will have to be held 
later in the year or whether it will go ahead as planned. 
Parishioners will be informed in due course.

Four gardens in the centre of the village may be open 
on Sunday June 21st from 2-5 (depending on current 
circumstances) . There will be refreshments at the village 
hall. It’s all in aid of the Shropshire Historic Churches 
‘Trust which provides money for the ancient churches 
of Shropshire, of which there are many, for repairs and 
upkeep.  The owners of the four gardens are already 
planning how their gardens will look in June. Let’s hope 
the weather is good and the day can go ahead in these 
uncertain times.

We’ve had rain, rather a lot of rain and some flooding. 
Any observant walker going up the road from the centre 
of the village towards the village hall will notice how the 
rains have narrowed the road by washing away the sides 
of the newly laid tarmac. It hasn’t lasted very long. Much 
of the tarmac can be found in lumps further down the 
road. It is amazing how powerful the rain storms can 
be with parts of tree trunks and branches swept down 
hill to cause misery to those whose houses are lower 
down the valley.
Joan Palmer

Knowbury
The crafty ones shine
Knowbury WI hosted another of their popular beer 
and skittles evenings, raising £133 for Ludlow First 
Responders and a further £55 from the raffle, which 
it was decided to give to The Regal appeal, Tenbury 

Wells. The Hot Shots were the winning team, with the 
Alley Cats coming in at last place. Congratulations and 
commiserations where due.

The March meeting was taken up with members 
demonstrating their crafting abilities by making a flower 
out of recycled materials. Materials ranged from scraps 
of lead from a roof repair through old beads, buttons 
and ribbons to magazines, a pair of old Y-fronts and 
several plastic bottles. Creativity was definitely to the 
forefront.

Not wanting to forget that our meeting was during 
the week of International Women’s Day, and taking 
advantage of the studious atmosphere, members spoke 
about women who had inspired them in some way. 
We heard about a mother and a grandmother, both 
of whom worked hard to bring up a family on their 
own in the aftermath of the First World War. Others 
spoke about more well-known women; Edith Cavell and 
Mary Seacole. Less well-known were Margaret Sanger, 
an American arrested for promoting birth control in 
the early twentieth century, and Miss Eglantyne Jebb, 
founder of the Save the Children Fund, who was born 
in Ellesmere in 1876. Interesting that all the women 
chosen happened to be of the same vintage.

April’s meeting is likely to be affected by the current 
situation. For updated information phone 01584 890666
Knowbury WI meets on the second Thursday of every 
month (except August) in Knowbury Memorial Hall at 
7.30pm. New members and visitors will be made very 
welcome.
Jenny Bishop   jenniferbishop162@btinternet.com

Amazing support from quiz
From the proceeds of the monthly quizzes held at 
Bennetts End Inn, a further £500.00. has recently been 
donated to Tenbury Hospital League of Friends. This 
brings the total, so far, to £2,000.

The pub was packed again for the quiz in March. 

...it was the taking part. 
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Winners, by just 1 point, were “Teme with no name”, 
with a tie - break necessary for 2nd place. At the other 
end of the score board were “The Losers” - but they 
are good fun, and were the only team to know the 
answer to one particular question. Another team, “The 
Bounders”  scored 10 out of 10 with a category about 
the Navy. 

It is always amusing when, on so many occasions, we 
hear, when answers to questions are being given, “I 
used to know that” - or “I told you I was right”! It 
is thanks to everyone who supports these evenings - 
winners, losers, or in-betweeners - that we are helping 
a very good cause.

All quizzes cancelled till further notice of course. Any 
enquiries to Bennetts End (01584 890220) or me, 
Helen Jones (01584 890672). Thanks go to everybody 
for taking part and for your continuing support.
Helen and Alan Jones

Blackford
Blackford Chapel
All April services are cancelled. There was to be 
no service in May, anyway. News of the The Chapel 
Anniversary Service on June 14th will be given in 
forthcoming editions of this magazine.
Janet James   janet@janetmjames.plus.com

Bitterley with Middleton
Cancellations and information
There’s a Facebook page for Bitterley parish, and quite 
a few parishioners are also using Let’s Go Ludlow (all the 
up to date info on which shops are open, which closed 
and who delivers), and Ludlow CHAT.

A group of us are setting up a network of volunteers 
in the parish and a list of people who need checking 
on who might need someone to go and collect their 
prescriptions.  I can put them in contact with the right 
people.
Henry Chance  hchc@btinternet.com 877506

Coming up...
Morning Coffees at Di Embrey’s are cancelled - the 
next date was to be May 5th. So, all cancelled until 
further notice.
Di Embrey

Bitterley Village Hall
Bitterley Village Hall has had to cancel the quiz on 25th 

April, the Arts Alive event on 22nd May, not sure about 
the breakfast on the 2nd May as yet.  

Local support
We are presently aiming to contact all the households 
in Bitterley Parish to ensure they all have at least one 
point of support in case of lock down.  Many people 
are already contacting each other, but also many do 
not have family locally and may feel out on a limb.  I 
would love to hear from anyone who can offer to be 
a volunteer supporter of others, and also anyone who 
feels they do not have support at the moment.  They 
can contact me either by phone 01584 890881 or email 
lynn@dowsingwithsoul.co.uk. We already have 10 
volunteers supporting about 10 people each, which is 
fantastic in such a short time.   

Update
I am humbled by how the community has pulled together 
in just 4 days.  I was prompted by 4 ladies in Bitterley 
and one in Middleton, to co ordinate volunteers who 
are willing and able to support others in Bitterley Parish.  
So having set to work on the list of 345 properties in 
the Parish, we already have 17 volunteers, a mix of 
ages and abilities. These are people who are wanting to 
bring the community together, to support each other 
through this time. We can share between volunteers 
too, and work as a team, so if one of us needs to “Social 
Distance” we all have a backup. What a wonderful 
feeling this is amongst the fear and panic this is around.  
Let us all spread the good feelings to our neighbours.  
Those who are unable to volunteer, we are grateful for 
the part you also play in our community and further 
afield. Let’s all take time to breath and appreciate the 
beauty of South Shropshire 
With gratitude
Lynn Osborne
890881 email lynn@dowsingwithsoul.co.uk

Fundraising success
Thank you to everyone who helped make Bitterley 
Lenten lunch so successful, also to those who gave 
so generously. We raised £121.60 for Oak Farm an 
environment for adults with learning difficulties. 
Many thanks! 
Diane Embrey

Bitterley 100 club
We drew the 100 club last night - number 62 - belonging 
to Victoria D’Marco - who has been one of the members 
since the very beginning - Congrats to Victoria - £100 
on it’s way.
Lynn Osborne
890881 email lynn@dowsingwithsoul.co.uk
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Bitterley WI 
Our meeting in February was well attended given 
the terrible weather suffered only a few days earlier.  
Following formal business, we had an amusing and 
informative speaker – Kerry Mason, who has a shop 
in Shrewsbury ‘The Thighs the Limit’.  We heard about 
the different manufacturers in the hosiery business and 
saw very many samples and how to layer for those who 
don’t have perfect legs.  There was also an opportunity 
to purchase some of the latest fashion in hosiery.   
Helene Trebinska

Friends’ disappointment
Friends of Bitterley School had planned to send you 
a lovely piece for the newsletter advertising our VE 
Day Celebrations at Bitterley School. It is now very 
uncertain (I suspect unlikely) that the event will go 
ahead. However, as it has not yet been cancelled I have 
put together the following, which hopefully sets the 
right tone for now:

Bitterley School has been busy organising a 75th 
Anniversary of VE Day celebration, to take place from 
2 - 4pm on Thursday the 7th May. This event has been 
organised for the Bitterley community to join together 
in an afternoon of celebration with tea and cake in the 
school grounds. It is currently subject to postponement 
due to the national Covid-19 situation. 
Rachel Whiteman
Chair of Bitterley Friends (School PTA)

Bitterley School learning resources
We do hope you have had a chance to enjoy the beautiful 
sunshine recently despite the increased worries about 
coronavirus. The government advice is very clear - 
children should remain at home in order to protect 
themselves and others around them. 

We are sure you have had a look at the activities and 
guidance that have been uploaded on the school website. 
These can be found at www.bitterleyschool.co.uk

Free audio books
We have  been made aware of the availability of free 
audio books at https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 
This is a fantastic resource - please do make use of it. 
Listening to stories is one of the most powerful learning 
tools a child can experience. Much better to stay at 
home and enjoy these!

Thank you for all your kind messages. We are facing 
an unprecedented situation, the like of which we have 
not seen in modern times. The situation is constantly 
changing. Many difficult decisions need to be made and 

we must act responsibly by social distancing.
The Bitterley School Team
 
Read Easy reading scheme
Local reading charity celebrates a successful first year.
Read Easy Shropshire Hills, which helps adults who 
struggle with reading, has got off to a flying start as 
it celebrates its first year. In fact, with 10 local people 
learning to read and 16 trained coaches, the group has 
exceeded all expectations. It’s taken for granted that we 
all learned to read and write at school, and that we all
have the same reading ability. However, many thousands 
of adults missed out on this opportunity at the time 
when the basic foundations of reading skills are learned.
In fact, research shows that over 7% of adults have 
never learned to read. That’s a huge number of people 
who can’t read forms or letters, follow medicine 
instructions, or read a new recipe for example.

‘Learning to read with Read Easy has been amazing!’ 
These are the words that Cath uses to describe her 
feelings about learning to read with our support. Cath 
is a local farmer who had to rely on her family to 
complete all the farm paperwork. She was introduced 
to Read Easy by a friend who wanted to help and she 
became one of our first new readers. As Cath says ‘At 
my age I never thought I’d be doing anything like this. I 
have tried so many ways to learn in the past but it has 
always been too difficult. I have a fantastic teacher and 
I’ve really enjoyed being taught’. Our free service is run 
by volunteers and is supported by local shops, cafes and 
businesses who are happy to provide a private space for 
coaching sessions.
After just a few short months Cath says ‘These lessons 
have made a huge difference in my day to day life. It’s 
given me more confidence to do things that I simply 
couldn’t do before. Each Christmas we always get a card 
from my husband’s cousin with a note inside. This year 
I read the message automatically without even thinking 
about it – my family were so impressed.’ Free coaching 
in South Shropshire and the Welsh borders.

It’s never too late to learn! If you know someone in 
the local area who you think would benefit from our 
service, we would love to hear from you. 

For a confidential conversation please call 
Amana 07707 762653 
or shropshirehills@readeasy.org.uk
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NHS Overview - Coronavirus (COVID-19)
COVID-19 is a new illness that can affect your lungs and airways. It’s caused by a virus called coronavirus.
Stay at home if you have coronavirus symptoms.

Stay at home if 
you have either:
• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 
measure your temperature) or
• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 
episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
Do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital.

For advice: Use the online coronavirus service 111.nhs.uk  to find out what to do.
Only phone 111 if you cannot get help online. Phone lines are erxtremely busy.

How long to stay at home?
if you have symptoms of coronavirus, you’ll need to stay at home for 7 days
if you live with someone who has symptoms, you’ll need to stay at home for 14 days from the day the first 
person in the home started having symptoms
If you live with someone who is 70 or over, has a long-term condition, is pregnant or has a weakened 
immune system, try to find somewhere else for them to stay for 14 days.
If you have to stay at home together, try to keep away from each other as much as possible.

How to avoid catching it    “social distancing”
Everyone should do what they can to stop coronavirus spreading. It is particularly important for people 
who:
• are 70 or over   • have a long-term condition   • are pregnant   • have a weakened immune system

Do...
• wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds
• always wash your hands when you get home or into work
• use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available
• cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve not your hands when you cough or sneeze
• put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards
• avoid close contact with people who have symptoms of coronavirus
• only travel on public transport if you need to
• work from home, if you can
• avoid social activities, such as going to pubs, restaurants, theatres and cinemas
• avoid events with large groups of people

Don’t...
• do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your hands are not clean
• do not have visitors to your home, including friends and family

Treatment for coronavirus?
There is currently no specific treatment for coronavirus. Antibiotics do not help, as they do not work 
against viruses. Take paracetamol for headaches & chills, but NOT ibuprofen.

More information
GOV.UK: information on coronavirus and the situation in the UK
NHS England: coronavirus for health professionals
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Meditation - free, live online meditation from Sally at StillMind

For Stress and Anxiety

Live streaming to calm your mind
Hello to everyone this month. 

What a really strange world we are living in at the 
moment. One where we are not going to be seeing 
people that we are close to on a face-to-face basis, but 
thank goodness for technology.

I am not going to write about emotional health this 
time, I will save that for next month, although at this 
time, it is all something we need to think about.

So on that note, I would like to let you know that 
instead of my regular meditation group sessions I am 
now carrying out FREE 15 minute meditation sessions 
via live stream on my website daily at 7pm. 

Anyone can join in, there is no limit and it would be 
lovely to think of you all as part of this meditation 
community.

If you want to do this, go to www.stillmind.me.uk/
live-stream and follow the instructions. I would 
suggest you log on 5 minutes before we are due to start 
to make sure everything is fine.

I am really looking forward to having you join.
Until next month…..keep safe!
Peaceful wishes, Sally

Life quotes
A woman tells her doctor, ‘I’ve got a bad back.’ The 
doctor says, ‘It’s old age.’ The woman says, ‘I want a 
second opinion.’ The doctor says: ‘Okay - you’re ugly 
as well.’ 
Tommy Cooper

Have you ever noticed that anybody driving slower 
than you is an idiot, and anyone going faster than you 
is a maniac?
George Carlin

Before you judge a man, walk a mile in his shoes. After 
that who cares?... He’s a mile away and you’ve got his 
shoes!
Billy Connolly

The difference between stupidity and genius is that 
genius has its limits.
Albert Einstein

I married beneath me, all women do. 
Nancy Astor
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Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre

In our gallery till 21st April 10am – 5pm 
Matt Jenneson – Matt’s work is influenced by the 
landscape around us and this work focuses mainly 
on the texture and colour of our surroundings to 
achieve a level of abstraction. 
Kirsty Gibbs – Local landscapes and flora. Being 
local to the area has been the inspiration for 
Kirsty’s exhibition, as she has been focusing on local 
landmarks, flora and fauna. She uses a variety of 
mediums, from watercolour paint and acrylic paint 
through to simple pencil and hatching with pen. 
This exhibition comprises of a mixture of canvases 
and framed prints, of varying sizes, with each piece 
aiming to illustrate what this beautiful county has 
to offer. 
Free entry. All pieces on display are available to 
purchase

Easter Vegetarian Cookery Course            
Thursday 2nd April - Cancelled. 

Shropshire Way 80K Festival
Saturday 4th April - Postponed.
Returning for its third year, the festival is a fundraiser 
for Grow Cook Learn, the charity which operates 
the Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre. Runners 
and walkers from all over the UK and beyond 
descend on Shropshire to take part in a personal 
challenge through this fascinating and beautiful 
area. Our mission is to connect people to the food, 
history and landscape of the Shropshire Hills and 
so we provide a sumptuous choice of local food 
for everyone as they pass through our checkpoints. 
You can sample Shropshire Fidget Pies, a beef stew 
served in a barn high in the hills, local cheeses and 
sausages as well as our famous Bara Brith. After all, 
what better way could there be to explore what 
the area has to offer than to walk or run through its 
enchanting landscape whilst tasting the wonderful 
food heritage of the Shropshire Hills?
Head to the website for new date later in year
 
Easter Holidays Activities - Pond Dipping 
Easter Holiday Activities - Mini Beast Hunt
Monday 6th - Friday 10th and Monday 13th - Friday 
17th April 
Get the children out and about in the countryside as 
you join in this self-led family activity of hunting to 
find mini beasts around the Onny Meadows. With 

a downloadable activity available on the Centre’s 
website so this can be accessed remotely as well 
as equipment that can be hired from the Centre’s 
front desk if you wish, there’s plenty of options 
for those staying home this Easter Holidays. Why 
not get a take away lunch box from the Centre’s 
cafe too to enjoy a picnic whilst you’re down the 
Meadows? 

Frozen 2 – Flicks in the Sticks film 
Monday 6th April  - Postponed

Easter Holiday Activities – Easter Cooking
Friday 10th April - Cancelled

Discovery Tots – Nature Faces 
25th April  - Cancelled

Discovery Club – Gruffalo Habitats 
25th April - Cancelled

Jade Marriott-Lodge 01588 676060
Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre 
School Road, Craven Arms, SY7 9RS
www.shropshirehillsdiscoverycentre.co.uk

Shropshire Wildlife Trust
Shropshire Wildlife Trust’s events have been 
cancelled up to the end of April. 

May and onwards will be reviewed in the middle of 
next month.  Visitor centres have been shut.
Graham Hubbard

Volunteers Clear Up Onny Meadows 
After Storm and Flood Damage

The volunteer work groups at Shropshire Hills 
Discovery Centre have been working hard over 
the last few weeks on a storm and flood clear up 
mission after Storms Ciara and Dennis caused a 
great deal of mess around the site.

The Onny Meadows are natural flood plains so the 
team at the Centre are no strangers to the sight of 
washed away paths and fallen down fences and clear 
up missions have been carried out on numerous 
occasions in the past.

The Onny Meadows Group meet every Friday 

around and about
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morning and for the last couple of weeks have been 
working on repairing the washed away all ability 
access path to the popular picnic spot, Kingfisher 
Corner. The Habitat Helpers meet on the first 
Sunday morning of every month and have been 
working on clearing away all of the mess brought 
in by the floods from around the trees and fences 
throughout the site. The floods also washed in 
lots of rubbish and plastic so volunteers have been 
helping to clear that away and recycle it correctly.

Centre Manager, Grant Wilson, says “Storm Dennis 
brought destruction to large parts of Shropshire 
and the beautiful Onny Meadows did not escape 
its effect. Our fences were knocked down by the 
force of the water, pathways were damaged, trees 
uprooted and the bridge into the play area was 
swept away.

As soon as the floods receded, the Discovery 
Centre volunteer groups sprang into action trying 
to repair the damage and restore the areas to their 
former beauty. Work began recently with a big 
clean up followed by a day re-laying all the paths 
which provide access to all the beautiful spots in 
the meadows. Their attention is now turning to 
removing all the fallen trees and repairing damaged 
fencing, so that our visitors will be able to enjoy 
our meadows at their best.

If you love the outdoors and would like to give 
something back to your community, why not come 
and join one of our volunteer groups? Volunteering 
is a great way to make new friends, get some 
exercise and connect with nature. There may even 
be cake!”
Jade Marriot-Lodge

Road closures in April
23rd March - 17th April
B5477 Ludlow Road, Church Stretton

1st - 2nd April
Raven Lane, Ludlow

18th - 19th April
Marshbrook level crossing

19th April
Temeside, Ludlow

19th April
Ludlow ‘Storm the Castle’

20th - 22nd April
Loughton cross roads to the junction with B4364, 
Loughton

20th - 21st April
Heath Coppice to Hollyhurst Junction, Hollyhurst

Hereford Means Business expo
Unfortunately, due to the current situation with 
COVID 19, we have decided to re-schedule the 
Hereford Means Business Expo until later in the 
year when the current guidance around events and 
social gatherings will have no doubt been relaxed. 
A date will be with you shortly.
 
We are sorry for the inconvenience this may cause 
and look forward to the event later in the calendar 
year. We have currently cancelled all events but are 
using the power of social media to keep businesses 
connecting and supporting each other – large and 
small.
 
If you are on Facebook we have a Facebook group 
where we are inviting all local businesses to share 
ideas, promotions, offers of help/support etc. 
Please share the link with your colleagues and 
business associates too. The link is: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / g r o u p s /
herefordshiremeansbusiness
 
In partnership with the Herefordshire Council, the 
Marches Group Hub is offering free one to one 
support services for businesses, where you can 
find out more about funding and finance and wider 
business support available to local Herefordshire 
businesses, regardless of size or sector, from 
pre-start ot established business.  For further 
information and regular updates please go to:
https://www.hmbiz.co.uk/covid-19-update
 
Keep safe and look forward to seeing you in the 
near future.
The HMBiz Team

Ludlow Art Society
Due to Government guidelines on coping with the 
pandemic and the closure of both Ludlow Assembly 
Rooms and St Laurence’s Church we have had to 
suspend our monthly talks and cancel our Spring 
exhibition. As soon as things are up and running 
again we will let you all know.

Ludlow Assembly Rooms update
Following official government advice that people 
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should avoid social contact, including in cinemas and 
theatres, we regret to announce that the Ludlow 
Assembly Rooms will be closed from Sunday 22nd 
March to help slow the spread of coronavirus and 
keep our audiences safe.  The screening of ‘Der 
Fliegende Hollander on Friday the 20th March 
and the much anticipated live performance from 
Daoiri Farrell on Saturday 21st March have also 
been cancelled, by the Metropolitan Opera and the 
Artist respectively.

Audience members for an event that has been 
cancelled will be contacted by our box office team 
and are entitled to a refund. Please bear in mind that 
our team will be extremely busy and we ask you to 
be patient. We will prioritise contacting customers 
based on the date of the events and those who live 
furthest away. Please look out in your emails as we 
will also try to automate refunds as much as we can 
via email.

Closing our venue is not a decision that has been 
taken lightly, and we know that this will have 
a severe impact on our financial security. As a 
charitable enterprise we encourage customers that 
can afford to, to please consider donating the cost 
of your ticket to the Assembly Rooms rather than 
accepting your refund. Thank you.

The Assembly Rooms will remain closed until 
further notice and will re-open as soon as possible. 
Our overarching concern is the health of our 
customers, visitors and the staff and volunteers 
at the Assembly Rooms. Our events are such that 
people would be in close proximity to each other 
indoors and clearly this is against all current advice, 
particularly as we know a number of people may be 
vulnerable to infection in spite of rigorous cleaning 
protocols.  

In these uncertain times, Ludlow Assembly Rooms 
stays committed to our building project and hope 
we are able to welcome audiences back to our 
performances and screenings before too long.

Don’t panic! Aardvark is still here 
Online and on the phone: the Aardvarks are 
digging in to survive the Coronavirus Crisis, and 
learn how we plan to carry on in lockdown mode. 
What an unbelievable week! During the last ten 
days at Aardvark we continued our personal social 
distancing, increased our hygiene and cleaning 
practices in the cafe, cancelled and postponed 
events, made provisional plans, arranged finance, 

and listened in shock to the news announcements 
every day. Soon it was obvious that we had to close 
the Bookery doors to the public for our own and 
everyone else’s safety. Our plan is to continue to 
trade online behind closed doors, and we will sell 
books by all non-contact means possible. That 
means we are here for you, on the phone 01547 
530744, via email, messaging, social media and our 
website. Take a look at the Aardvark Books website 
and if you don’t see what you want, get in touch! 
Strangely, the bookshop is better stocked than it’s 
ever been, with bargains across every category. We 
can even show you things via FaceTime or Skype!
Aardvark Books 01547 530744  
www.aardvark-books.com

Broadband speed
Most people in the Shropshire Council area can 
access a superfast broadband connection from one 
or more of the existing broadband infrastructure 
networks. If your broadband speed is not as quick 
as you’d like, you may need to switch networks to 
get a faster connection.
The website, http://connectingshropshire.co.uk/
when-and-where/, provides information about 
the six main broadband infrastructure networks 
in Shropshire and gives information about how to 
check coverage.
Connecting Shropshire
[Ed: the internet is experiencing very high levels of 
demand, with half the country working from home and 
all schools out so you may find pages load very slowly.]

Shared Rural Network to improve mobile 
coverage
South Shropshire MP Philip Dunne has welcomed 
a scheme to extend mobile coverage in hard-to-
reach rural areas that has been given the green 
light, thanks to a major new deal between the 
Government and UK mobile network operators.
 
The ‘Shared Rural Network’ will mean that high 
quality 4G coverage will be available for 95 percent 
of the UK by 2026 which means consumers will get 
good 4G signal wherever they live, work or travel. 
The new plans involves four operators (EE, O2, 
Three and Vodafone) joining forces to create a new 
organisation to deliver the ‘Shared Rural Network’. 
Each will be able to make the maximum use out of 
existing and new phone masts by being able to host 
their own equipment on them. The scheme will 
cost more than £1billion made up of £530m from 
the mobile operators and a £500m investment 
from the Government.
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It’s been almost six months since I last wrote here, 
and the world has changed beyond all imagining in 
that time. I had hoped to be writing to you now with 
news of our ‘Climate Action Group’ conference at the 
Ludlow Racecourse on 30th May, of the ‘Farming, Food 
and Biodiversity’ thread within it that was - we hoped 
- leading to a People’s Assembly which would self-
educate through the summer, pushing all the imaginal 
boundaries, thinking so far outside the box that the box 
would be made redundant... and then sending a dozen 
of its members to the General People’s Assembly to 
bring the FFB thread back into conjunction with the 
threads on Housing, Power generation and Transport 
to create an over-arching General Climate Action plan 
for South Shropshire and the Marches. 

And now we’re in the midst of a global pandemic.  
My teaching in Devon and Ireland has cancelled and 
I strongly suspect it may be neither wise nor legal to 
gather 500 people at the racecourse at the end of May.  
We may well end up making it a virtual conference - so 
if you’re interested, keep an eye on the website - https://
shropshireclimateaction.co.uk 

Stoke St Milborough 
Village Hall

Excellent facilities available including

•licensed bar •catering kitchen
•seating for 110 people

•licensed for singing, dancing and music

To book your event or party call
Susi Williams
01584 823496

 fi nd us on Facebook

A. J. Millard
Chartered Accountants

01584 890181
Stone House Farm • Bitterley

Ludlow • SY8 3HQ

Specialist help 
& advice for 

small businesses and 
the self-employed

So where now?  In a world where supermarket shelves 
are being laid bare, how do we look forward? In this 
rural farming county, is it possible to address the 
sudden need for food security alongside the longer 
term - but no less important - needs to reach carbon 
zero ASAP (2050 is way, way too late. If you need me 
to explain why, I will, but start with the fact that if we’re 
at 1,000 ppm of CO2 in the atmosphere by 2021, we’ll 
have a 21% cognitive defi cit.  That should be enough to 
make things urgent.  Add to that the fact that the IPCC 
report depended on technologies that don’t exist yet 
- and may never do - and we’re in far more urgent 
straits than we like to think). And there’s a very strong 
argument that global pandemics are a direct result of 
biodiversity loss - this won’t be the last and it probably 
won’t be the worst. 

We have three interlocking problems: Climate 
breakdown, the 6th mass extinction - and the need for 
local resilience networks that will maintain sustainable 
levels of food, water and power.  these are the key in 
the fi rst instance.  (continued next month)
Manda Scott

Where now with regenerative agriculture? 
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The Humble-Bee Gardeners
07534148428 / 01584 891463
team@humblebeegardeners.co.uk

- Garden & Landscape Design
- Planting & Pruning
- Horticultural Consultation
- Seasonal Border Maintenance
- Wooden Buildings & Structures
- Fencing
- Patios & Paving

Let us put the joy back into your garden!
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We are both highly qualified, 
very experienced and absolutely 

dedicated to providing our 
patients with the best quality care 

in our respective disciplines.

We have many testimonials from 
patients, some are on our websites 

and a couple to the right.

T: 01584 823331

PODIATRY/CHIROPODY
Debby Luxton. HCPC Registered

Treating and Caring for Feet 
General and Specialised

(Verruca and Fungal Nail)

Middleton | Ludlow | SY8 3EF                                                                          

OSTEOPATHY
Ian Luxton. GOSC Registered

Treating Pain and Injury
Acute and Chronic Head to Toe

“I’m now free of discomfort due 
to the excellent and wholly 
appropriate treatment you

have given me.”

“We have greatly appreciated 
your attention and trusted 

your advice.”

www.ludlowpodiatrist.co.uk www.ludlowosteopath.co.uk

• BIOMASS, AIR & GROUND 
SOURCE (RHI GRANTS 
AVAILABLE)

• STOVES AND FIREPLAC-
ES

• BOILERS & WOODBURN-
ING COOKERS

• GAS & ELECTRIC STOVES
• OVER 50 STOVES ON 

DISPLAY
• FULL INSTALLATION & 

BUILDING WORKS
• IN HOUSE TEAMS

FULLY INSURED, HETAS, MCS, & RECC REGISTERED. 
PLEASE ASK FOR DETAILS OF OUR SCRAPPAGE SCHEME

85 GRAVEL HILL, LUDLOW, SHROPSHIRE, SY8 1QU 
TEL: 01584 878552  •  WWW.LUDLOWSTOVES.CO.UK

01547 520037
07966 521280

• All types of woodwork
• Doors & windows

• Staircases
• Roof & frame 

carpentry
• Wooden fl oors

• Kitchens

Carpentry & Joinery
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Wedding of Mary Geraldine Burton and Rev. Cyprian 
Thomas Rust in 1906. Mary was the eldest daughter of 
Rev. John Burton of Bitterley and sister to Rev. Chandos 
Burton of Stoke St Milborough. Mary and Cyprian had 2 
daughters and a son. Mary survived until 1975 when she 
was in her nineties. 

The sister of Constance Burton, wife of Rev. Chandos 
Burton of Stoke St Milborough. was Joanna Vawdrey. 
The Vawdreys were another family of landowning 
clergy whose main residence was at Plas Gwynant 
in Caernarvonshire but at the beginning of the 20th 
century, Daniel, the father of Constance and Joanna, 
was rector of Areley Kings, Stourport. This picture of 
Joanna with bridegroom George Ashe was most likely 
taken by Chandos Burton.

We do not know the 
identity of this couple 
but they could be 
the children of local 
farmers or tradesmen. 
The somewhat louche 
attitude of the young 
man would seem 
to indicate that the 
photographer was 
not his parish vicar. 
It seems likely that 
at least one of this 
couple was in service. 

The bowler hat could indicate a gamekeeper and it is 
interesting that both husband and wife are wearing 
gloves. They are pictured at the front of Stoke St 
Milborough Vicarage. Apart from society weddings and 
the like photographs of these important occasions are 
not common from the late Victorian and Edwardian 
periods, particularly in ordinary families. Stoke St 
Milborough was fortunate in having a vicar who was a 
keen photographer and took photographs at weddings 
of not only his family but also some of his parishioners. 

In most rural families 
the bride would have 
a new dress and 
carry a bouquet but 
a countryman may 
have been married in 
his Sunday best, or 
if it was a new suit 
this would become 
his Sunday best for 
many years to come. 
Young townsmen 
are more likely to 
have had new clothes 
bought from one of 
the chains of gent’s 
outfitters that opened 

shops in rural towns during the latter part of the 19th 
century. Landowners, family of clergy, and prosperous 
manufacturers and farmers would have made use of 
bespoke tailors and dressmakers, often from a nearby 
large town or city or maybe London.
Ruth Marshman   
ruth.marshman@googlemail.com
Photos ©Ruth Marshman

Bygone days - Clee weddings
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tired
aching 
feet?
corns?
callus?

For a full 
professional service 
in the comfort 
of your own home 
call

Kerry Banks
MPS (cert)

01584 891727
07732 315946

KERRY 
SWEENEY
CHIROPODY

Hosta Heaven!
If you are like me and you love hostas, then 
March’s meeting of the gardening club was ‘Hosta 
Heaven’. Retired nurseryman Robin Pearce gave 
an informative and interesting talk on hostas and 
companion planting. There are over 6000 cultivars 
of the genus Hosta and forty-fi ve wild varieties. 
Robin showed pictures of some of the largest; 
like Tall Boy which can grow to fi ve feet and the 
miniature varieties; like Blue Mouse Ears (below) 
which are only a few inches tall.

The inevitable question of how to deal with slugs 
was raised and we were all surprised to hear that 
it is not slugs that eat our hostas, but snails. He 
suggested encouraging hedgehogs into the garden 
or using copper rings, coffee grounds or WD40 on 
the rim of the pot. There are snail-resistant Hosta 
varieties, however, which tend to have thicker 
leaves. Robin recommended Halcyon. We were 
told how to care for our hostas and how and when 
to propagate. Robin had many suggestions for 
companion planting like Snowdrops, Podocarpus, 
Bergenia, Trillium, Cyclamen and Wood Anemone, 
just to mention a few. It was a fascinating talk from 
a real expert, and we hope to invite Robin back in 
the future.

Due to the Coronavirus outbreak it has been 
decided that it would be prudent to cancel our 
remaining meetings for this year. We will of course 
review the situation, as we plan for the 2020-2021 
programme which is due to begin in October, and 
let members know.
Bev Harris, secretary Bevharris15@yahoo.co.uk
01584 83703

Burwarton & District 
Gardening Club

Ironbridge Power Station rail line
 
Philip Dunne MP and fellow Shropshire MPs have joined 
forces to urge the Rail Minister to consider reopening 
the Ironbridge Power Station rail line for passenger rail.
The government is currently considering funding new 
or reopened stations through the £20m New Stations 
Fund, as part of the £500m package to reverse the 
Beeching cuts.
 
In a joint letter to Rail Minister Chris Heaton-Harris 
MP, the Shropshire MPs argue the existing rail line from 
Buildwas to Telford could be converted to passenger 
use to connect communities of Bridgnorth, Broseley, 
Buildwas, Ironbridge, Much Wenlock and surrounding 
areas to Telford, and the wider rail network. Up until 
two years ago, the line was used to carry coal for the 
power station. The MPs also argued this would be a 
positive step for communities in and around Ironbridge, 
as they seek to recover from the devastating impact of 
local fl ooding.  This would help connect communities 
in my constituency, like Much Wenlock, Broseley and 
Bridgnorth, who have to travel by car to reach Telford, 
Cosford and Wolverhampton. I hope the Minister will 
take seriously our appeal and look closely at the viability 
of this proposal.
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Bitterley 
Village Hall

Available for dances, parties, 
meetings and a wide variety of 

other activities

To book please call
Jane Jones
01584 890641

or email
bitterley.village.hall@gmail.com

For children (7+) who enjoy looking after animals, using 
tools and getting muddy! 

 

9am—4pm Tuesdays & Thursdays of all Shropshire school 
holidays (except Christmas). 

Cost: £25 per child 

 

For further information and booking please use the   
website or contact Rowanna. 

 

Lower Bush Farm, Stoke Saint Milborough, SY8 2ES, 
www.lowerbush.co.uk, lowerbush@gmail.com, 

07734295144, facebook.com/lowerbush/ 

Forest School and Farm 
School Holiday Club 

J. D.
Garden Maintenance

email:  j.d.gardenmaint@gmail.com
call:   07956 754 507
or fi nd me on Facebook

• Mowing
• Strimming 
• Trimming
• Chainsawing 
• General clearing 
& tidying
of garden areas

For all your building needs
stonework, plastering 
and patios

Malcolm Jones
Bricklayer and general builder

01584 873 720 
07791 431 306
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If like me you love Ordnance Survey maps and you spend 
ages pawing over them, you will know, on the right scale 
of map you will be able to trace, if you like that sort of 
thing, a faint dotted line which represents the parish 
boundary. Pallid it may be but there is no question of 
where the line goes to and you can assign every hedge 
and tree let alone house to a particular parish. 

Last time I was writing about a time just after the Norman 
Conquest when the concept of the parish as we know 
it today was gestational and these church territories 
were far less fixed than they are today. If the modern 
demarcation line is a result of the Victorian dream 
of tidiness, then we might suspect the situation 900 
years ago was the product of custom and the intimate 
knowledge that the folk had of their countryside, its 
trees, undulations, hollows and hill-tops. 

You can imagine it, can’t you? There was infinite scope 
for ‘mis-remembering’ or plain obfuscation, a whole 
range of disputes could and did happen; and it mattered, 
my goodness how it mattered! Even at that time one 
tenth of a household’s income went to support the 
church, but which church? Your house may have been 
firmly in Tugford Parish but what if some of your beasts 
spent some of their time grazing Abdon Common, that 
church could claim a proportion of your tithe, but what 
proportion and who would arbitrate it all – oh dear! It 
might be even worse if you lived in disputed land which 
had no parish affiliation and they did exist. Even today 
Scirmidge, Between Stoke St Milborough and Clee St 
Margaret is remembered as being a place in ‘no parish’. 
In the middle ages it was far more complex, it was also 
on the edge of Cold Weston Parish, Weston Common 
and Poston a detached portion of Thonglands Parish, 
no wonder it had an identity crisis!

It was even known that if a hasty burial was made at the 
‘wrong’ church a body could be dug and ‘pinched’ by 
another parish. All this might seem bad enough but wait 
until you yourself were unwise enough to die, or worse 
still a member of your family died. You may count on it; 
your parish took a great interest! Yes, they looked after 
the passage of your immortal soul, we hope, but there 
also were money implications not to your advantage. 

Some Possible ’Coffin Journeys
Now   our thoughts must turn to those poor souls 
who lived in ‘detached’ portions of parishes.  Why this 
seemingly clumsy arrangement ever existed is now 

lost. There are numerous ‘bits’ of parishes that were 
originally separated off from their ‘mother’ and existed 
in isolation sequestrated and surrounded, or maybe 
were just were at the periphery of a large parish.  

Now, as far is known very few of these outliers had 
rights of burial, even if they had their own chapel as at 
Heath.  So, Heath presumably buried at Stoke (or largely 
did so, there is a probable grave slab at Heath), while 
Poston buried at Thonglands and Earnstree township at 
Diddlebury which also received bodies from the isolated 
Middlehope.  Even Ludlow for a number of decades no 
doubt ‘buried’ at Stanton Lacy before getting its own 
church and parish.

How bad this might have been in winter? Perhaps a poor 
family would haul or carry their loved ones on a litter up 
and down muddy slopes and through unnamed storms 
and across vastly swollen streams. In the summer it 
could have been just as bad with the poor needing to 
use their precious work time to sow or reap or tend. I 
must say that on the whole that life in the middle ages 
might have not at all measured up the ‘short and brutish’ 
label that it is usually given, but you have to admit it; 
your duty to your parish did not make life any easier! 

The coffin they carry you off in!
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Bitterley 
Village Hall

Alexandra House
Diamond Life Healthcare

We provide a high standard of 
Quality Care for people who wish 

to stay in their own home, as 
well as rehabilitation care after 

hospitalisation.

providing quality care

Telephone 01584 872233
for details of care packages

Call Wade  07494 324433

 ■ Virus/Spyware Removal
■ O.S. Install/Re-install

■ Hard Disk Recovery
■ Back Up System
■ Broadband Setup

■ Speeding-Up Old Computers
■ Software Installation

■ Tuition
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Dear Mollie & Bronte, I am all of a dither! At last, Orson, the 
handsome chocolate Labrador I have had my eye on since 
Christmas has asked me out on a date. I am so excited, 
however, I am now worried that I’ll let myself down in some 
way and ruin it all. Orson is such a man of the world, mature 
and sophisticated and I am convinced that after a date with 
me he will conclude that I am nothing more than a foolish 
adolescent. You two are are Ladies of the World, so to speak, 
what advice can you give me?
Pixie the Poodle x  

Mollie replies  
Dear Pixie, I am pleased to tell you that you 
have come to the right place , for I am a mine of 
information when it comes to etiquette!  So without 
further ado here are my top tips for making a good 
impression: Insist that your water is served from a 
china teacup, and that when holding the handle you 
have one claw held out to the right or the left, and 
sip, don’t slurp.

If you get hot, don’t sit there panting, have in your 
purse a beautifully embroidered fan that you can 
waft around your furry little face. Occasionally you 
can let you eyes shyly peek above it, Princess Diana 
style. If your nose should become itchy don’t just 
blow down your snout ….make sure you have a 
delicate lace hankie to hand to sniff in to.

And finally, no matter what what else you do, for 
heavens sake don’t adopt the same sitting position 
as Brontë, it is most un-lady like ! Your legs should 
cross at your paws, don’t  just flop ‘em and drop 
‘em,  à la Brontë style. I have told her about this on 
a number of occasions but she refuses to listen. If 
you follow all of my guide lines I am sure Orson will 
be well impressed. After all we Shih Tzu’s used to 
dine with the Emperors! 

Bronte replies  Yo Pix........well chuffed to hear 
you have bagged yourself a date, good do girl! Now 

Mollie and Brontë’s 
Problem Page

A bit of light-hearted fun for readers 
from two WOTC doggy friends If you have any 

problems that you would like to share with Mollie & 
Bronte they can be contacted at 
mollie@austinhomework.co.uk 

Mollie Bronte

the best advice I can give you is just to be yourself. 
It’s all very well trying to be Miss la-de-da, but if 
this is not the real you then sooner or later you are 
going to get caught with your head down,  sniffing 
a cow-pat! and Mollie knows this full well, as it has 
happened to her on a number of occasions, I can 
assure you.  Also, there is nothing wrong with the 
way I sit, I get loads of compliments with regards to 
my laid back style. Dining with Emperors my eye! 

Mollies Musings
The other day in the supermarket I caught sight of 
something that puzzled me in the extreme: Meat 
Free Meat Balls...hmmm. Well are they, or aren’t 
they? Cos they can’t be both! 

Woodburners 
& Chimneys

Alex Read • Ludlow 
01584 823519
07941 376014

Installation
Servicing & 

Commissioning

timberstone1@hotmail.com



24

for open fi res, stoves 
& woodburners

seasoned hardwood logs
cut and split to size

order now
*01584 831592 (new number)

07966 746 171

Neat Pleats
of Ludlow

custom made

Curtains • Blinds 
Soft Furnishings  

Alterations & Repairs
contact

Karen Roberts
01584 823 228 or 07966 531 473

neatpleatsbykaren@gmail.com

old fashioned 

gardener
Shaun Yapp

all aspects of
garden care,

pruning,
weeding,

maintenance,
digging.

No job
too small

01568 780929
07876 197770

all aspects of
garden care,

pruning,
weeding,

maintenance,
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Hosea
Hosea was a prophet in the northern kingdom during 
its final years as a nation. Its doom was on the way but 
the people to whom he spoke were not interested in 
mending their ways and returning to God. He married 
a prostitute and remained faithful to her by way of 
showing that God was still faithful to his chosen people 
even when they were unfaithful to him. The names 
Hosea gave to his children were a reminder of what 
tragedies were to befall the people. 

I love the description of the people, a ‘stiff necked’ and 
disobedient nation. God wouldn’t desert them even 
though they so often deserted him. They trusted in 
the strength of their army and the power of foreign 
countries rather than pinning their hopes on God. The 
people worshipped idols and trusted in them to provide 
good crops and large herds of livestock. I sense a certain 
parallel here with life in the 21st century!

Although both Israel and Judah would be punished God 
promised that he would forgive them and bless them 
after they had learnt to be faithful to him.

“Israel, you have rejected me, but my anger is gone;
I will heal you and love you without limit” 
can be found in Chapter 14. 
Anna Wheatley

How well do you know your 
Bible?
Joan Palmer says all answers begin with the letter L
1. There were ten of them whom Jesus healed but 
only one returned to thank him.
2. Rachel’s older sister.
3. The snow-clad mountain range that supplied 

Solomon with timber for building. 1 Kings 5
4. The church in Asia to which was written, ‘Behold, 
I stand at the door and knock.’ Revelation 3.
5. The soldiers drew these to establish who would 
have Jesus’ garments.
6.. Noah’s father. Genesis 5
7. Jesus said “I saw Satan as ... falling from heaven.” 
Luke 10
8. Jacob changed this town’s name into Bethel. 
Genesis 28
9. The husband of Deborah, the prophetess.
 Judges 4.
10. The third book of the Bible.
Answers

February Crossword Solution

Books of the Bible

1. Lepers 2. Leah  3.Lebanon 4. Laodicea  5.Lots  
6. Lamech 7. Lightning  8. Luz 9. Lappidoth
10 Leviticus

West of the Clee articles
To be sure of inclusion in the issue of your choice please 
make sure articles, photos and reports arrive by midday at 
the latest on the 18th of the month, as there are tight print 
deadlines and delivery schedules to work to. Please send 
photos as seperate jpegs, and convert articles and adverts 
to PDF files, not Word docs. Many thanks, Ed.

Poetry Corner 
How is it...?
The words of a grateful woman,
Addressed to
Her very Best Friend
How is it my dear we have travelled so far
And assumed we never would part?
For 56 years we have followed our star
And been faithful right from the start.
How is it my dear you’ve stayed close by my side
As we’ve travelled through life’s changing fashions?
For better for worse we’ve remained starry-eyed
And ignored other people’s strange passions.
How is it my dear that although we’ve grown old
I find you as alluring as ever?
Despite on your face I see wrinkles and folds
I’m desperate to keep you for ever.
How is it my dear after so many years
We two are still together?
With a bashful face my handbag replied,
“I’m made of best quality leather!”
© 2020 Gillian Dredge



26

New World Lament
(life without alcohol)
 
It was bad today,
Bad for the longest time since our parting.
They say it’s like a bereavement,
The sense of loss,
The ‘something missingness’ of it.
 
Still, your fragrance haunts,
But the soothing hand upon my mind is gone.
 
What times we had you and I?
You protected me from the real way of things.
You created euphoric ups,
And melancholy downs.
But it was never dull,
 
As dull as this.
 
You must not be recalled my dear lost friend,
But what will fill this void but you,
In this new world.
© Tony Smith 2020

I’m Fine Thank You
There is nothing the matter with me,
I’m as healthy, as healthy can be
I have Arthritis in both my knees,
When I talk - I talk with a wheeze
My pulse is weak and my blood is thin
But I am actually well for the shape I’m in.

Arch supports I need for my feet,
Or I wouldn’t be able to go down the street,
Sleep is denied me, night after night,
But every morning I find I’m alright.
My memory is failing, my heads in a spin,
But I am actually well for the shape I’m in.

The moral is this - as my tale unfolds,
That for you and me who are growing old’,
It’s better to say “I’m fine” with a grin,
Than let folk know the shape we are in.
How do I know that my youth is all spent?
Well, my “get up and go” has got up and went.

But I really don’t mind when I think with a grin,
Of all the grand places my “Get up” has bin,
Old age is golden I’ve heard it said
But sometimes I wonder as I get into bed
With my ears in the drawer, my teeth in a cup,
My eyes on the table until I wake up

Ere sleep overtakes me I say to myself
“Is there anything else I can lay on the shelf”?
When I was young my slippers were red,
I could kick my heels right over my head,
When I was older my slippers were blue,
But still I could dance the whole night through.

Now that I am old my slippers are black,
I walk to the store and “puff” my way back,
I get up each morning and dust up my wits
Then pick up the paper and read the ‘obits’.
If my name is still missing I know I’m not dead
So I have a good breakfast and go back to bed!
© 1953 Constance O’Neon

Ed: My partner, Mike Spencer, tells me whilst 
rummaging around in the old papers of his aged aunt 
who died last year at the age of 103, he came across 
the above poem. He thought our readers might enjoy it.

Sheep grazing wanted
 

Small numbers, any size of paddock or land 
considered, short or longer term

Please contact 
Tom on 07581 729037

 
 

 
 
 

C A R B O N D I O X I D E
A E X I U T X
R E P R I N T I N A P T
R E D H J L E
Y A L T A E L A T I O N
I T R C S
N O B L E S B O N S A I
G U C U O
I N S T A L L T R A I N
T T G U W M L
O G L E R I S O T O P E
F E E N R U A
F I R E E N G I N E R E D  

March Crossword solution
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After the Flood
 
The flooding caused by Storm 
Dennis and its aftermath was 
some of the worst we have 
seen in South Shropshire since 
2007. Areas around the Severn 
were particularly badly affected, 

where flood water from upstream Shrewsbury and 
Ironbridge was mostly held back by flood defences, but 
then pushed downstream past Bridgnorth and Bewdley. 
The Teme and the Corve also burst their banks, causing 
severe localised flooding around Ludlow and Tenbury. 
Many other smaller rivers were affected as well. 
 
I visited many of the homes and businesses who had 
suffered flooding. While the damage was heartbreaking, 
it was encouraging to see such community spirit, with 
friends and neighbours going the extra mile to do what 
they could to mitigate the impact of the floods, and 
help clear up afterwards. I also commend the incredible 
hard work from emergency responders – including 
Shropshire Fire & Rescue, the Environment Agency and 
Shropshire Council. 
 
I have been working hard to ensure the government 
is very much aware of the impact of local flooding 
here, and the clear need to invest in flood defences 
for the future, including raising the issue directly with 
the Prime Minister at Prime Minister’s Questions. So I 
am pleased the Chancellor heard my pleas, which he 
referenced by namechecking me in his Budget Speech 
last month, and announced £120m to repair damage 
flood defences, £200m for improving resilience in areas 
affected by repeated flooding, and doubling investment 
in flood defences over the next 6 years to £5.2bn. This 
includes at least £23 million of funding for Severn Valley 
defences, which is an extremely welcome start.
 
Last month’s Budget contained some further welcome 
measures, including an emergency package of £30bn of 
measures to support individuals and small businesses 
during the Coronavirus outbreak. I write ahead of 
publication in a fast-moving situation, but it is clear the 
intensity of the outbreak is growing rapidly. For most 
people COVID19 is a mild illness from which they will 
fully recover. But vulnerable groups are particularly at 
risk, including older people, of which South Shropshire 
has a significantly higher than average population. So I 
urge everyone to consult latest advice and follow the 
appropriate precautionary measures.

Letter from Westminster

Support for businesses in the Budget, including 
increasing the Business Rates retail discount to 100% 
for one year and expanding it to the leisure and 
hospitality sectors, introducing a £5,000 rates discount 
for pubs, and offering £3,000 grants to those eligible for 
Small Business Rate Relief will be a significant boost for 
South Shropshire businesses who may be affected by 
the impact of coronavirus. The Chancellor made clear 
he will take further measures as necessary. 
 
From my inbox, and driving across the constituency 
myself, I know how poor the condition of local roads 
has become. I have raised the issue with both Shropshire 
Council, who have doubled their teams filling in the 
potholes, and have invested more than £6 million 
on road resurfacing and drainage work since January 
this year. I have also raised this issue with the Roads 
Minister, so was pleased to see an additional £54m 
funding for road maintenance from April 2020 for the 
West Midlands through the Pothole Fund. I am pushing 
for a fair share to come to Shropshire to tackle our 
serious road conditions.

Phillip Dunne MP
philip.dunne.mp@parliament.uk    01584 872187 
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

Philip Dunne COVID-19 update

The person-to-person advice surgeries  are 
suspended for now. If you would like to contact 
Phillip Dunne MP, please use the email address
philip.dunne.mp@parliament.uk. 

Phillip Dunne’s office is co-ordinating information 

about South Shropshire support groups for 

the virus. Please see Facebook page ‘Pulling 

together Ludlow’: https://www.facebook.com 

groups/211475336728660/ and to email the 

volunteers use address: ludlowcovid19volunteers@

gmail.com 

See p31 for COVID-19 business support.

Daily update www.gov.uk/coronavirus
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superb seasoned hardwood firewood
Cut and split to required size

Delivered in 1.2 metre bags with crane vehicle

No stacking - No mess - No problems

Contact David  07866 44 11 54

Nick Gatehouse
Painter & Decorator

Interior and Exterior • Barn and stable spraying 
specialist

01584 891 601 or 07890 262 172
 nickgatehouse69@gmail.com

Grove Tree & Hedgerow Services
• Tree Surgery     • Tree felling
• Stump removal  • Hedge cutting
• Hedge laying

a fully qualifi ed and fully insured service
Chris Parkinson BSc HND
Tel 07896 548940
www.grovetreeservices.co.uk
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Carrots
I thought I’d share some thoughts on growing carrots 
this month – I come across so many people who say 
they can’t grow them and have given up trying. They do 
have their problems, I must admit, but the taste of a raw 
carrot freshly picked out of the garden far rewards the 
effort involved in cultivating them. Germination appears 
to create problems for a lot of people, though this I 
don’t consider to be the most troublesome part. April 
is early enough to sow them, as germination takes much 
longer in a colder soil. The soil needs to be worked to 
a fine tilth – carrots don’t grow well in lumpy soil, and 
neither do they like a stony soil, as this often causes 
them to ‘fork’ ( i.e. split into two or more roots). For 
the same reason, don’t sow in freshly manured soil, 
which also encourages forking. I make a seed drill about 
½” deep, and then I dribble a reasonably generous 
amount of water into the drill. This is my insurance 
policy in dry weather. Then I sow the seed (as thinly as 
possible without leaving gaps in the rows). This is very 
important, because you want to avoid the need to thin 
them too much later on. I space my rows quite close 
together – about 8”, but this is in the hope that the 
foliage will smother the weeds later on. It does make 
management a bit more difficult though, so 12” apart is 
probably close enough in reality.

Now you must be patient, because carrots are generally 
slow to germinate – about three weeks in my experience. 
If the weather becomes too dry in this period, give the
rows a bit of water. This is difficult stage number one! 
Once they’re coming up, you can relax a bit. Again, a 
bit of water in a dry spell is a good idea, but most years 
they will fend for themselves once they’re up. It should 
be plain sailing after that, but is it? 

In reality this is the beginning of difficult stage number 
2! Have you guessed the next problem? Well, it’s carrot 
fly. To me this is the most troublesome part of growing 
carrots. The adult flies lay their eggs in the carrot roots, 
and the young larvae feast on the carrots, creating 
black rings around the roots which grow in towards 
the centre. If you’re an organic grower, as I am, there is
no cure, so prevention is the only alternative. I have 
tried all the tricks in the book:
•  Growing carrot fly resistant varieties
•  Grow them next to your onion crop (it’s supposed to 
disguise the smell)

•  Avoid thinning in May or August (active laying times)
•  Sow later (avoids thinning in May, but also shortens 
the season)
•  Sow very thinly (avoids the need to thin the young 
carrots altogether) •  Avoid weeding (disturbance 
releases the smell of the carrots, but weeds are a
problem in themselves of course) •  Surround the carrot 
patch with netting.
Of all of these, only the last one (using netting) has 
been reasonably successful in my experience. Carrot fly 
apparently never fly more than 18” above the ground, 
so putting up a barrier of that height, and making sure 
it is secured (or buried) at ground level should prevent 
them from getting at the carrots. The netting needs 
to be fine enough not to allow them through – I use 
‘enviromesh’. I sink bamboo canes into the ground, and 
then wrap the netting around them and clip it securely 
onto the canes. And make sure it’s secured. I don’t 
remove the netting until the end of the growing season 
to be on the safe side, and it is a bit of a hassle weeding, 
because I either have to reach over the netting or climb 
over it, but the netting definitely makes a difference 
to the carrot fly infestation. It’s the best solution I’ve 
found, but it’s not absolutely foolproof. I think trying to 
grow vegetables in a plot facing South West with a view 
for 45 miles down the valley doesn’t help, as my netting 
is a bit susceptible to the wind!

Stage number 3! There is no cure for this one, as it 
depends totally on the vagaries of the weather. Lat year 
we had dry spells interspersed with short wet ones, and 
carrots don’t like this. Because the wet periods cause 
rapid growth, the roots swell and that can cause them 
to split. I should probably have lifted mine and stored 
them at the end of the growing season but, because 
our winters tend to be so mild, I leave them in over 
the winter. This year in particular they’ve suffered very 
badly from splitting. Well, I never said growing carrots is 
easy, but you’ll not buy a tastier carrot anywhere
than the ones you’ve grown yourself. 
Alison Brooks   ali.robertsbrooks@googlemail.com

From the Bothy
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Choose cryptic or straight clues, the answers are the 
same. Solution next month, last month’s on p25

Across
1 A time for taking in a floor display is rearranged (5,5,3)
8 Fortify setter retiring with soluble tablet (8)
9 Italian hothead’s involved in petnapping (4)
11 Part of this wee testimony is most delightful (8)
13 Hold back some ingredients for duck (5)
15 Alcoholic from Glasgow, maybe, wants cider for starters (7)
19 Dined in college, reportedly (5)
20 Colour can make truce problematic (8)
22 Pound is essential to them as hardliners (4)
23 Setter would briefly take me back into enormous outbreak (8)
24 Fix deal on pigeons with this money? (3-3,7)
Down
2 Ashes coverage spot combines ceremony and energy before 
two (7)
3 Adults love breaking pictures (7)
4 Old Greek sisters are overweight and extremely egregious (5)
5 Lyrical composition for European flower (unfinished) (3)
6 Dorothy and Edward are pock-marked (6)
7 It helps to raise my final point (5)
10 Short trees intertwining (5)
12 Spring harvest? (5)
14 Oral foundation course (5)
16 Tackle cruelty after Democrat is ousted (7)
17 Dizziness stems from very complicated goitre (7)
18 Idle, you sat amongst drifting dunes (6)
20 When in Rome, speed! (5)
21 Reject fabric with tuft fringe missing (5)
23 Second person heard sheep (3) 

Cryptic Clues

Specially written for West of the Clee by Ashley Smith.  
See www.alvsmith.com for more free puzzles.

Quick Clues
Across
1 Festival of trickery (5,5,3)
8 Strengthen (8)
9 Famously active volcano (4)
11 Most sugary (8)
13 Source of feathers (5)
15 Drunken (7)
19 Ingested (5)
20 Dye (8)
22 Crush (4)
23 Plague (8)
24 Retirement fund (3-3,7)

Down
2 Town destroyed in 79AD (7)
3 Fully developed insects (7)
4 Destinies (5)
5 Poem (3)
6 Speckled (6)
7 Leaven (5)
10 Sharp (5)
12 Irrigate (5)
14 Course (5)
16 Reins (7)
17 Hitchcock film (7)
18 Remaining (6)
20 Rate (5)    21 Banish (5)
23 Female sheep (3)

The April Crossword

Puzzle page

SUDOKUNUNDRUM: Instead of numbers 1-9, this Sudoku uses 9 
different letters. The same rules apply as in a regular Sudoku, except that 
somewhere in the grid, you will find a 9 letter word.

Codeword Sudokunundrum
16 4 1 8 11 4 7 2 26 23 19 16

17 26 16 16 8 19 9

8 18 6 19 25 5 15 14 16 16 17 16

18 22 21 22 7 15 21

16 9 19 11 15 20 14 26 24 24 11 16

3 20 8 15

24 16 2 3 12 14 15 13 16 11 17 16

16 22 10 8

7 8 11 16 14 25 22 24 26 2 2 12

15 16 26 13 24 14 22

20 11 8 15 7 15 13 22 20 22 11 18

19 9 10 22 5 22 16

11 16 16 10 7 13 8 10 16 20 19 11
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E M B A L M S P I Q U E
V I E E A U X
A D J U N C T R E E V E
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E X U L T F R I Z Z L E

H F A T
Z E P H Y R T W E L V E
E O K A
S A L E R N O Z I P P Y
T E I W Z R O
F L A T S T W O F O L D
U X K O C O E
L E E K S W A K E F U L  
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CRYPTIC CLUES 

 

Across 

 1 A time for taking in a floor display is 
rearranged (5,5,3) 

 8 Fortify setter retiring with soluble 
tablet (8) 

 9 Italian hothead's involved in 
petnapping (4) 

 11 Part of this wee testimony is most 
delightful (8) 

 13 Hold back some ingredients for duck 
(5) 

 15 Alcoholic from Glasgow, maybe, wants 
cider for starters (7) 

 19 Dined in college, reportedly (5) 

 20 Colour can make truce problematic (8) 

 22 Pound is essential to them as hardliners (4) 

 23 Setter would briefly take me back into 
enormous outbreak (8) 

 24 Fix deal on pigeons with this money? (3-3,7) 
 

Down 

 2 Ashes coverage spot combines ceremony and 
energy before two (7) 

 3 Adults love breaking pictures (7) 

 4 Old Greek sisters are overweight and 
extremely egregious (5) 

 5 Lyrical composition for European flower 
(unfinished) (3) 

 6 Dorothy and Edward are pock-marked (6) 

 7 It helps to raise my final point (5) 

 10 Short trees intertwining (5) 

 12 Spring harvest? (5) 

 14 Oral foundation course (5) 

 16 Tackle cruelty after Democrat is ousted (7) 

 17 Dizziness stems from very complicated goitre 
(7) 

 18 Idle, you sat amongst drifting dunes (6) 

 20 When in Rome, speed! (5) 

 21 Reject fabric with tuft fringe missing (5) 

 23 Second person heard sheep (3) 
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Sudokunundrum 
 
Instead of numbers 1-9, this Sudoku uses 9 different letters. The 
same rules apply as in a regular Sudoku, except that somewhere 
in the grid, you will find a 9 letter word. 
 
 

R I L
T R I

B Y
L R

H I R B
A H I
N B T Y

R I Y A N
 

 
 

A R T I B H L N Y
Y L H N T R B A I
N B I L Y A H R T
L A B Y R I N T H
T N R B H L Y I A
H I Y T A N R L B
R Y A H N T I B L
I H N A L B T Y R
B T L R I Y A H N  
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South Shropshire MP and former Health Minister, Philip 
Dunne, is urging people to take seriously government 
advice, and businesses to access new support made 
available by the Chancellor in the face of the coronavirus 
spread.
 
Businesses who need cash to pay salaries, rent, suppliers 
or buy stock will be able to access government-backed 
loans or guarantees. There is also further help for 
businesses in our communities, so every shop, pub, 
restaurant, and business in the retail, hospitality and 
leisure sectors, of whatever size, will pay no business 
rates for 12 months, and for those which are small 
businesses (rateable value under £51,000) there will be 
a cash grant up to £25,000. 
 
In the Budget last week, the government also announced 
it would be providing £3,000 grants to the 700,000 of 
our smallest businesses in any sector who receive Small 
Business Rate Relief. To support their cash flow, the 
Chancellor has gone further, increasing those grants to 
£10,000.
 
Government is working hard to put in place the 
delivery mechanisms for these grants, and information 
on how to access support will be available on gov.uk 
as soon as confirmed. A new temporary Coronavirus 
Business Interruption Loan Scheme, delivered by the 
British Business Bank, will launch next week to support 
businesses to access bank lending and overdrafts with 
loans of up to £5m, with the first 6 months interest 
free.
 
For individuals with difficulty in paying their mortgage 
due to COVID19, the Chancellor announced that lenders 
will be prepared to provide a three month mortgage 
holiday. There are also support arrangements for those 
on benefits and further discussions with employers 
organisations and trade unions taking place to consider 
other measures to support people in work and looking 
at how those who are renting can be supported.
 
Mr Dunne said: “The Coronavirus (COVID19) crisis 
is the worst global health pandemic since Spanish Flu 
struck in 1918. The speed of transmission and the 

Coronavirus economic stimulus announced

potential threat to life for those in high risk, mean 
exceptional measures are required for exceptional 
times. The UK government is acting on latest scientific 
advice in a rapidly developing environment.
 
This public health emergency is also rapidly becoming 
an economic emergency. So after initial measures of 
£30bn in the Budget last week, on Tuesday evening the 
Chancellor announced an unprecedented emergency 
support package of £350bn, equivalent to 15% of the 
country’s GDP.  It is vital people follow the government 
advice and self-isolate where appropriate, especially if 
they are considered vulnerable. Those at high risk should 
be self-isolating at home, which includes everyone over 
70, those who are pregnant, and those under 70 with 
existing medical conditions.”
 
Mr Dunne, who had responsibility for hospitals and 
workforce while a Minister at the Department of 
Health, added: “The NHS will get whatever resources it 
needs. Non-emergency operations are being cancelled 
for three months to free up 30,000 beds. Manufacturers 
are being sought to increase ventilator capacity. Retired 
clinicians who are not themselves in high risk groups are 
being encouraged to offer to help.”
 
 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office advise against 
all but essential travel overseas. If you are overseas and 
require travel advice, call 020 7008 1500 or contact 
Philip Dunne’s office on 01584 872187 to request 
support.

Homeowners and landlords can now apply for a three-
month mortgage payment holiday by contacting their 
lender.  The government’s new policy aims to ease 
the stresses facing borrowers during the coronavirus 
outbreak. Contact your own lender direct. You do not 
need to have the virus to apply. You will pay a some 
extra interest, but it won’t affect your credit score.

Daily updates on www.gov.uk, click on 
“Coronavirus (COVID-19): what you need to do” and 
follow links to ‘supporting businesses’.
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