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West of the Clee magazine is available by subscription and is produced monthly.
Subscriptions are £6.00 p.a. and run from January to December. Please pay your distributor cash, or pay by BACS 
with your name & postcode as ref to Natwest, 82535825, 53-81-18 or send a cheque for £6 (payable to ‘West of 
the Clee’) to The Treasurer, Norman Willis, Crud y Gwynt, Cleedownton, Ludlow, SY8 3EH Edited by Linda Fowler, 
westoftheclee1@gmail.com; copy deadline is 18th of every month. Printed by Badger Print, Shifnal • 01952 730511 chris@
badgerprint.co.uk. Advertising:  Norman Willis, ns_willis@hotmail.com   01584 823770 
Distribution & delivery:   Ruth Ellis 01584 823526 mail@ruthell.plus.com

Parish Contacts
Bromfield Benefice

Bitterley with Middleton, Bromfield, Clee St Margaret 
and Cold Weston, Onibury, Stanton Lacy, Stoke St 
Milborough, The Heath, and Hopton Cangeford.
Wedding, funeral and baptism enquiries 
Group office, Grace Johnson Tel: 07493 247184, 
bromfieldbenefice@outlook.com. Office open  9.30 - 
12.30 Monday and Wednesday.  
Rector: Rev’d Fr Justin Trevelyan Parker. The Vicarage, 
Bromfield, Ludlow SY8 2JP Tel 07932 606420

From the editor’s desk

Welcome to the May/June issue...
We’re now well into one of the biggest changes we’ve faced as a population in recent memory. Change is a 
constant in life, but for it to come on this dramatically feels like having had a blow to the head and waking up in 
an altered world. Some of our favourite events have been cancelled, but very creditable that St Milburga’s still 
managed to stage a plant sale (p4), whilst still complying with restrictions - bravo! Elsewhere, what to do with 
120 surplus tomato plants?  Answer: support your community! (p4.)

If you’ve joined us for the first time via a digital copy, then a big welcome and we hope you enjoy your 
complimentary copy. West of the Clee covers the lovely south Shropshire area around Ludlow. Next month we 
go back into print, hopefully reporting on the area’s events, and also we will be supplying digital copies to those 
subscribers who would prefer that format. If you are new to the magazine, we hope to see you again and if you’d 
like a digital or printed copy every month, do please get in touch to subscribe. Thanks to our contributors and 
photographers for your continuing excellent items, do please keep sending your photos in.  

Community contacts
Age Concern    01584 876039
Citizens’ Advice   03444 991100 
Corvedale Google group  gneden@googlemail.com
Crime stoppers    0800 555 111 
Cruse Bereavement Care   0870 1671677 
Doctor, Portcullis Surgery  01584 872939 
Doctor, Station Drive Surgery 01584 872461
Domestic violence helpline 0800 783 1359 
Emergency    999
Electricity power cut   105
Environment Agency  0800 80 70 60
Floodline 24hrs   0345 988 1188
Gas emergency   0800 111 999
Grants for community groups www.shropshire-rcc.org.uk

Home from Hospital  01584 878 046 

Ludlow Assembly Rooms   01584 878141
Ludlow College    01584 872846
Ludlow Hospital    01584 872201
MP Philip Dunne    01584 872187 
NHS non-emergency  111
Pharmacy Lloyds   01584 872230
Police non-emergency  101
RSPCA cruelty or distress 0300 1234 999 
Samaritans   116 123
Severn Trent emergencies  0800 783 4444 
Shropshire Council   0345 678 9000
Shrops Community Transport 0777 296 4517
Shrops roads & transport  0345 678 9006
South Shrops Care Provider 01584 874922
WOTC distribution Ruth Ellis 01584 823526 

Linda Fowler • westoftheclee1@gmail.com • 07432 661533

Blackford Chapel Rev. Kim Stilwell Tel: 01584 318628 12 
Bitterley Close, Ludlow, SY8 1XP

Next copy deadline 
June 18th midday

Ashfords Benefice 
Ashford Bowdler, Ashford Carbonel, Caynham, Knowbury, 
Ludford, Richards Castle. 
Rector: the Revd. Lynn Money, St Mary’s Rectory, Donkey Lane, 
Ashford Carbonel, SY8 4DA.  01584 831203, ashfordsrector@
gmail.com
Churchwardens: Ann Reid, 01584 875519 & Stephen Ashford, 
01584 874402, sjashford@hotmail.com.  
Ashford’s Group Church Office: Clare Bicker-Caarten, 7 The 
Hayles, Donkey Lane, Ashford Carbonel, SY8 4DA  
01584 831585 ashfordspa@outlook.com 
The Church office is open on Mon & Thurs 9:00am - 1.00pm
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June church services

As of time of publication, 
church services haven’t 
returned to normal yet, but 
there is a Bromfield Benefice 
YouTube channel on which Rev 
Justin Parker is posting online 
services.

The Bromfield Benefice 
channel is at: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e .
c o m / c h a n n e l /
UCYF5T00JutYiL8s5AXIHCiw

The nine stages of lockdown
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village & church life

Stoke St Milborough 
St. Milburga’s plant sale
This year had to be different. We were not able to 
welcome people from a wide area to the churchyard 
to choose their plants and enjoy drinks, cakes, produce 
and raffle.

We were able, however, to sell our plants on line to those 
near enough to collect from the church porch. We did 
not have as much as usual on offer but everything sold 
really well and we were kept busy making up orders.

Our final total including some generous donations was 
£621.50 We are very grateful to all those who supported 
us and enabled a good contribution to church funds 
when income is inevitably low. We hope all your plants 
are thriving despite the dry weather and look forward 
to welcoming all our customers back next year when 
we plan to have much on offer.

Plant pots are always welcome back in the church porch.
Sue Rees

Stoke St Milborough COVID-19 Support
The Stoke St Milborough COVID-19 Support Network 
has been up and running since the middle of March and 
has brought a fantastic response from all participants, 
enabling the local community to come together and 
offer mutual assistance in this time of crisis.

Facebook and WhatsApp groups have been created for 
the purposes of information sharing and volunteers have 
been very active in assisting with shopping deliveries, 
donations, lending, skills sharing and general moral 
support. St Milburga’s church porch has served as a 
useful and safe hub through which to handle deliveries, 
communications and donations.

The nature of the support network will inevitably evolve 
over time, as the situation with the pandemic changes 
and as people’s day-to-day life gets gradually back to 
normal, so please keep a lookout for new information 
appearing in due course.

If you don’t have WhatsApp or Facebook and would like 
to be kept informed by email or phone, please contact 
Ashley at alvsmith@gmail.com / 07730312345 (mobile) /
01584823560 (landline).
NB: I will need to resume my online and supply teaching 

work from June, so please forgive any unavailability or 
delays in getting back to you.
Ashley Smith

Plants turned into food
I decided to be very organised this year and so began 
sowing vegetable and hardy annual seeds in early 
February in preparation for the Burwarton Gardening 
Club, St Milburga’s plant sale, and other events at which 
I sell my plants. By mid-March, my greenhouse was 
overflowing and then COVID-19 struck and lockdown 
began. What to do with 120 tomato plants?

With garden centres closed and people spending more 
time in their gardens, I decided I would give my plants 
away in St Milburga’s Church porch and just ask for 
donations to Ludlow Food Bank. I was amazed how 
quickly the plants were taken and overwhelmed at 
the generosity of people with their donations. I added 
plants daily and began including perennials, climbers and 
pots of planted summer bulbs, all of which were gone 
in hours.

One rainy Sunday morning, I made small packets of 
vegetable and herb seeds for the children in the village 
to have a go at growing their own plants and put them 
in the church porch together with little bags of compost 
and small plant pots. These too went like hot cakes! I 
was thrilled to hear that grandparents had also taken 
the seed packets to post to their grandchildren who 
they could not visit.

The greatest joy for me has been the generosity of 
donations for Ludlow Food Bank, which in cash terms 
has exceeded £300, together with numerous food items 
also given.
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Lockdown has in many ways been difficult, but doing 
what I love and raising money for a charity that is 
providing an essential service has made the time go 
quickly and has been most rewarding. COVID or no 
COVID, I may well do something similar in the future.
Bev Harris
Bevharris15@yahoo.co.uk

Village Hall closed
Because of the COVID-19 situation the village hall at 
Stoke St Milborough is closed until further notice. Sadly 
all of our planned events are cancelled. Take care, stay 
well
Susi Williams   s816williams@btinternet.com

Caynham
Species diversity in Churchyard
17th March saw our working party organised by 
Caring for God’s Acre carry out a tidy-up of Caynham 
churchyard. Very much a last hurrah  in view of the 
impending  emergency. Social distancing was observed 
at all times which limited the amount that the 
“Caynamites” present could get to meet the other 
volunteers, but understandable in the circumstances.

Refreshments – untouched by anything other than gloved 
hands  - were provided and, in this respect, Caynham 
scored a first, earning the following comment: “We 
have never been offered sherry on a task day before, 
maybe in future when we’re not all ‘distancing’ we’ll pass 
the bottle round!”  The bottle remained unopened!
 
Everyone enjoyed the day and were amazed at how 
species diverse the grassland is at Caynham churchyard. 
Volunteers did a comprehensive stick pick and made 
habitat brash piles with the sticks. Ivy was removed 
from the yew trees and one or two others close to the 
road to aid tree inspections in future. The hedge was 
trimmed back on the inside of the churchyard and some 
goat willows that were getting established in the laurel 
were removed. The path was swept and ivy removed 
from the lychgate and the preaching Cross tided up.
 
If we allow some areas of grassland to grow,  Caring 
for God’s Acre volunteers are willing to return and 
scythe them off in late summer which could prove a 
very interesting and worthy conservation project.
 
Many thanks to all the volunteers who came to help us 
manage what is a very large churchyard. In particular 
thanks to Alex from Caring for God’s Acre for making 
the whole thing happen.
Stephen Ashford

Clee St Margaret
Bangs and dongs
In common with countless millions of others, the folk 
in the centre of Clee St. Margaret have congregated 
on their doorsteps every Thursday evening since the 
shut-down began, to clap, bang, dong and clatter their 
appreciation of the wonderful job the NHS is doing. 
The din they make is amazing; pan lids, a dustbin, gongs, 
bells, cow bells as well as clapping. And when they 
pause, they can hear others in the village making their 
own noises. Suddenly the village is one. One resident, 
however, has written that the clapping we make is not 
just for the NHS but for everyone...

“It seems to me that many people are suffering - not just 
‘key’ workers. People are losing their lives, their jobs, 
businesses into which they have put everything, their 
security, their plans for the future, their savings and their 
pensions. Many are trying to cope with working from 
home while educating their children and explaining to 
them what is happening. Others are concerned about 
elderly parents they cannot visit. Yet more are struggling 
with isolation and/or existing medical conditions which 
make them particularly vulnerable.

Most people are ‘key’ to someone. So, while continuing 
to support the NHS, let’s not just focus on one group 
of people: let’s wish EVERYONE a safe passage through 
these difficult times - and that includes everyone in our 
little community!”
Joan Palmer

Village news
The village has become very quiet with few vehicles 
passing through with the exception of farmers’ tractors, 
white van delivery drivers and the odd supermarket van 
delivering to those who are lucky enough to have gained 
a delivery slot. With the lock down has come glorious 
silence interspersed with the joyful songs of the birds 
heralding another beautiful spring day. Parishioners are 
out in their gardens getting jobs done that are always 
on the ‘to do’ list. Well, now they can be done and 
soon the gardens in the village will be able to rival those 
of the professionals who display at the national garden 
festivals. The only snag is, no one can come and visit 
them!

In March’s edition of the West of the Clee I wrote 
that there was a plan afoot whereby Shalynn would 
deliver to the village hall vegetables and fruit she had 
brought from Bridgnorth. This scheme is going nicely 
with people turning up to collect their goodies, paying 
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into an honesty bucket and waving thanks to Shalynn, 
who is dressed in protective gear and face mask. It’s 
all very efficient. Many thanks to Shalynn for organising 
this venture. Orders to her by Thursday of each week. 
823 682 or email

It was hoped that ‘bags of help’ from Tesco would 
secure the village hall some funding for hand driers and 
chairs. This scheme has had to be put on hold during 
the virus pandemic. There are no little blue buttons to 
collect and post in the shop but we hope in due course, 
the scheme will start again.

The AGM of the village hall has had, along with the 
Annual Parish Meeting, to be cancelled.

During one fine weekend a while ago, countless cars 
were driven to the common and groups of people were 
seen walking across from the Yeld gate towards Nordy 
Bank, causing consternation amongst local residents 
who were already in lockdown. Since then, notices have 
been displayed which ask people to stay away especially 
if they have driven a long way to get there. Local people 
will drive up to park outside the gate and take exercise 
for themselves and their pet (on a lead, of course) and 
this is to be expected as it’s a steep climb from the 
centre of the village.
Joan Palmer

Knowbury
Hidden well is revealed
Over 20 years ago we were fortunate enough to 
purchase a parcel of land called “Arnolds Clause” 
directly opposite our home. This was once part 
of a farm belonging to the Whitton Court Estate, 
which was split up and sold in 1920.

From old maps we knew there was a well in a 
corner of the land, and - for safety - we decided to 
find this well, and ensure it was capped off, before 
putting any livestock into the field.

It was extremely hard work: removing a long fallen 
down tree, and vast amounts of thorn bushes, 
brambles, thistles and nettles. However, we were 
delighted when we discovered an arched brick 
cover over the well, in remarkably good condition.
One elderly lady in the village, when she saw it, 
remembered clearly as a child being sent to fetch a 
pail of water from this well.

The well is not very deep, and is fed from a natural 
spring. We have put a grid across the entrance, and 
the corner is fenced off. It remains a feature and 
memory of times past.

We have no idea, and have been unable to find 
out, who Arnold was. Approximately 10 years 
ago we planted an oak sapling on one side of the 
field, which we have called “Arnolds Oak”; which 
we hope will continue to thrive and grow for many 
years to come.
Alan and Helen Jones 
The Old Farmhouse, Knowbury

Not only the WI
It started with a conversation between WI members, 
“So, everyone has to stay home and vulnerable people 
shouldn’t even go shopping.”
“How are we going to help?”
Flyers were delivered to all households in the village 
offering help and support and soon the phones were 
ringing. Yes, there were people who were grateful for 
the offer and took us up on it, but the overwhelming 
number of calls were from people wanting to offer 
help themselves. Shopping, collecting prescriptions, 
phoning for a chat, the village community was ready to 
pull together and the “whatsapp” group expanded well 
beyond WI members. Exchanging and sharing has now 
extended to eggs, flour, toilet rolls and vegetable seeds 
among other things.

Communication is strictly by phone or internet, except 
on Thursday evenings at eight o’clock when we can hear 
each other blowing whistles, banging pots and pans 
or ringing bells. One thing missing – the church bells 
cannot join in the national support for the NHS because 
the churches are locked. Such a shame.

It didn’t take long before Ann and Guy Loveday followed 
the example set by Bitterley and arranged weekly 
deliveries to the memorial hall from food suppliers in 
Ludlow. This is a fantastic service and an enormous 
help to the many villagers who are vulnerable and self-
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isolating. Many thanks to Ann and Guy and also to The 
Fruit Basket, Andrew Francis, Bread2Bake and Mark 
the Cheeseman for offering this service.

Meanwhile, the WI committee has learned to use 
“zoom” and, no doubt, further plans are afoot. 
Watch this space for news of a spectacular project 
masterminded by Tamsin and Julian Richardson, bearing 
in mind that round here all agree, “Knowbury is able to 
sing”!

All WI meetings and activities are suspended until 
further notice, but anyone wanting to know more 
about the Knowbury village support group can phone 
Jenny Bishop 890666 or Helena Brooke 890785
Jenny Bishop, Knowbury WI

Blackford
Skittles success
Villages Skittle league 2019/2020: Once again a very 
hard fought and enjoyable season. Congratulations go 
to High Leys on winning the league. Blackford had the 
highest team score with 323 in a single game. Phil Reilly 
had the highest individual score with 74. 
A big thank you from all the skittles players to Bob Day 
for organising and running the league.
Graham Price wgwpriceandsons@googlemail.com

Bitterley with Middleton
Bitterley School garden project launched
Our school has a lovely outdoor space that had become 
tired, falling into disrepair and in need of investment to 
realise its full potential. Our Bitterley School Garden 
Project was created!
 
In early 2020 we managed to secure enough funding to 
clear the site and to put in the new paths and growing 
beds, one for each class. We are delighted to have 
completed this phase (pictured below) with the help of 
Humble-Bee Gardeners for the children to start using 
once the school reopens. We can’t wait to see their 
reaction!    

The Next Stage…
We have applied to the Calor Rural Community Fund 
for a £5,000 grant towards an outdoor classroom 
for the school. On Thursday, 4th June the public-
supporting stage starts, in which projects that get the 
most points will make it through to the finalist stage!  
To support us please - head to our project page https://
communityfund.calor.co.uk/bsoutdoor-classroom, and 

Above ‘before’ and below ‘after’

click ‘like’ and ‘share’. 

We will get one point for every ‘like’ and one point 
for every ‘share’ done from our Rural Community Fund 
project page. If someone is feeling generous and decides 
to donate to our project we will be awarded 10 points.
We have until 5pm on 16th July to get as much public 
support as we can. We need to get lots of people to 
like and share our page! Thank you, we are always so 
grateful for the fantastic support that we receive from 
our local community.  
Rachel  Whiteman
Bitterley Friends (School PTA) 
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Meditation with Sally at StillMind

Meditation online

Hello!
Well what a strange world we are living in at the moment 
with social distancing, essential shopping trips only and 
virtual get togethers via Zoom, Skype, Facebook and 
Messenger. I have taken to Facebook Live to provide 
FREE short five minute meditations on a Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 7.30pm. Please it would be 
lovely if you could join me. Find StillMind on Facebook 
and click the link to watch.

I am now also providing one hour more in-depth 
meditations on my website for those people who would 
prefer a longer session. They are taking place every 
Tuesday evening at 7.30pm. Please visit www.stillmind.
me.uk for more details. 

We are very lucky to live in such a beautiful part of the 
country with access to good walking and the weather 
has been especially kind. However we need to think of 
those people who are less fortunate. Even if you haven’t 
got a garden or access to the countryside it is really 
important to stand by an open window, let the sun 
shine on your face and take 3 deep breaths to help calm 
our mind and body.  Please take care everyone and until 
next month, stay safe. 
 
If it is easier, each session is available to watch as a 
recording and therefore you can watch it at a time to 
suit you. It would be lovely to have you join me and to 
build the StillMind family even more.
I am looking forward to hearing from you.
Peaceful wishes.  
Sally Walker  sally@stillmind.me.uk
For meditation live: go to www.stillmind.me.uk/live-
stream

Life quotes
I have a genuine love affair with my audience. When 
I’m on stage they’re not privileged to see me... It’s a 
privilege for me to see them. 
Ozzy Osbourne

I think there’s a lot to be said for keeping your own 
counsel. 
Daniel Craig

A sure cure for seasickness is to sit under a tree.
Spike Milligan

We have a choice about how we take what happens to 
us in our life and whether or not we allow it to turn 
us. We can become consumed by hate and darkness, 
or we’re able to regain our humanity somehow, or 
come to terms with things and learn something about 
ourselves. 
Angelina Jolie
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Warning over sham hand sanitizer
Shropshire Council’s Trading Standards Officers are 
warning consumers and shopkeepers to avoid a sham 
hand sanitiser recently found on sale in the county, as it 
will not protect them from the coronavirus.

Since the emergence of the coronavirus pandemic, 
Public Health England had advised that to be effective, 
hand sanitisers need to contain at least 60% alcohol.  A 
product recently being sold in Shropshire was found to 
contain as little as 11.7%, despite being labelled to show 
a 70% concentration.

The product, found so far in blue and clear liquid forms, 
is being sold in 250ml bottles in the name of Miss Life 
Ltd.  Neither that company nor the marked postcode 
on the bottle exist.  The blue liquid was found to contain 
37% alcohol and the clear just 11.7%.  They were also 
selling for between £7 and £10.

Members of the public are being warned to stop using 
the product immediately and report where and when 
they bought it from to Trading Standards through the 
Citizens Advice Consumer Service on 0808 223 1133 
or 0808 223 1144 for Welsh Speakers.  Shopkeepers 
are also warned to stop selling it immediately and to 
urgently report to Trading Standards who they acquired 
it from.

Frances Darling, Trading Standards & Licensing 

Operations Manager with Shropshire Council, said:

“It is absolutely scandalous that this product is out there.  
At a time when people are dying due to COVID-19 
and we are all desperately trying to protect ourselves 
and the ones we love, I am appalled that someone has 
considered it acceptable to risk the lives of others in 
order to make a quick profit.  They clearly knew that 
what they were making and distributing was not at all 
legal as they have gone to the trouble of putting a false 
name and address on the packaging to evade detection.

“Given our obvious concerns about the origins of this 
product and the results of the analysis, we would urge 
people to stop using it immediately.  This product 
may not protect you in the way that you think.  There 
have been shortages due to high demand and this has, 
unfortunately, allowed space in the market for dreadful 
products such as this to surface.

“Regular handwashing using soap is advised, for 20 
seconds at least, but if you need to use a hand sanitiser 
try and purchase a brand you recognise from a reputable 
retailer.”

Hereford Means Business
Coronavirus Updates: We have a dedicated page on 
our website which has all the up to date information 
from local and national government including all 
the relevant links. To view this page, please go to 
https://www.hmbiz.co.uk/covid-19-update.

Support for parents and young people
Shropshire Council’s website has coronavirus 
information pages which contain specific resources 
to support children, young people and families 
during this difficult time. Visit the pages at https://
www.shropshire.gov.uk/coronavirus/information-
for-the-public/support-for-parents-children-
and-young-people/ Rachel Robinson, Shropshire 
Council’s director of public health, said:-

“Good mental health is as important as our physical 
health, and the coronavirus pandemic has impacted 
us all in different ways. The key is be able to talk, 
listen and support young people. We must provide 
space for children to talk openly about how they 
are feeling, to acknowledge those feelings and most 
importantly listen. We know this isn’t always easy, 
and help and support is still available.”

around and about

If you have or see this sham hand sanitiser, you should report it to 

Trading Standards.
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Connecting Shropshire
Connecting Shropshire programme update, April 2020.
Over the past weeks, many people have converted to 
working from home. A large part of having a positive 
home working experience depends on having an 
adequate broadband connection. 

In 2013, only 24% of premises in the Shropshire Council 
area had access to superfast broadband defined as a 
minimum download speed of 30 Megabits per second 
(mbps). As of April 2020, over 93% can now access 
superfast broadband connection. Whilst this is very 
positive, we have more work to do and remain focused 
on giving all premises in the Council area access to a 
superfast broadband connection.

What broadband speed do I need?
The headline speeds quoted 
in your broadband contract 
are download speeds, 
although when working from 
home, good upload speeds 
are equally as important. 
Ofcom’s Boost Your 
Broadband campaign (https://
www.boostyourbroadband.

com/) divides domestic broadband users into three 
groups:

The basic browsers; The super streamers and The 
data-hungry household

What speed should I be getting from my broadband provider?
The broadband 
speed available to 
your property will 
depend on the type of 
infrastructure that your 
broadband connection 
uses, which Internet 
Service Provider (ISP) 

you have signed up with, the package you have and 
also the terms & conditions you have in your contract. 
Steps you can take to increase your broadband speed 
(bandwidth) in your home include:

• Check your ISP is providing you with the speeds 
quoted in your contract (Ed: for example www.
broadbandspeedchecker.co.uk)
• Check whether you can upgrade your contract 
with your ISP
• Check what other ISPs could offer you
• Upgrade the package you have with your ISP to 
get more speed
• If you are using WiFi move your laptop closer to 
your router

• Connect your laptop using a WiFi extender if you 
are working a distance away from router
• Make sure your router is plugged into the primary 
phone socket
• Connect your laptop to the WiFi router with a 
cable
• Dedicate a channel on your router for work 
purposes
• Reduce the number of users/devices using the 
WiFi while you’re working
• Move your router away from sources of wireless 
channel interference (TV, microwave, baby 
monitor, etc)
• Contact Connecting Shropshire on connecting.
shropshire@shropshire.gov.uk

Ofcom’s Broadband Universal Service Obligation (USO) 
In March 2020, Ofcom’s Broadband Universal Service 
Obligation (USO) came into operation. This provides 
people with the legal right to request a decent broadband 
service, defined in law as an affordable service with a 
download speed of at least 10mbps and an upload speed 
of at least 1mbps. Ofcom currently define ‘affordable’ 
as a service costing no more than £46.10 per month. 
Ofcom have appointed BT as the Universal Service 
Provider for most of the UK, including Shropshire.  To 
use the broadband USO, please contact BT directly at 
www.bt.com/uso or call: 0800 783 0223 Please note 
that Shropshire Council has no influence on the USO 
and does not administer the process.
Any questions?
If you have any broadband-related queries, please 
contact Connecting Shropshire with your question as 
well as providing your address and landline number (if 
you have one).

Corvedale Communication
The Diddlebury Parish Google Group has been 
renamed ‘The Corvedale Google Group’ to reflect 
its wider membership. It’s a fast and efficient way 
of getting information to a large number of people, 
particularly during times of crisis such as flooding 
or the current COVID-19 pandemic. It is run by 
volunteers and is not for profit. It is free to use.

Anyone who wishes to inform the local community 
of news items is welcome to do so, by contacting 
me. Membership of the group has increased by 60% 
in the last month. To join, contact me on gneden@
googlemail.com. No unsuitable material will ever 
be sent. You will not be bombarded with emails 
and can opt out at any time. Your email address will 
not be disclosed to any third parties.
Geoff Neden gneden@googlemail.com
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Discretionary funds to help businesses...
 
South Shropshire MP Philip Dunne has welcomed 
announcement that the Government is providing 
local authorities with additional funding to target 
small businesses with high fixed property-related 
costs, but that are not eligible for the current grant 
schemes.
 
The Government is making an additional 5% uplift 
to the £12.33 Billion funding previously announced 
for the Small Business Grants Fund and the Retail, 
Hospitality and Leisure Grants Fund, so up to £617 
million, available to local authorities.
 
Local Authorities will be asked to prioritise the 
following types of businesses for grants from within 
this funding pot:
Small businesses in shared offices or other flexible 
work spaces e.g. industrial parks, science parks, 
incubators etc, which do not have their own 
business rates assessment;
Regular market traders who do not have their own 
business rates assessment;
B&Bs which pay Council Tax instead of business 
rates; and
Charity properties in receipt of charitable business 
rates relief which would otherwise have been 
eligible for Small Business Rates Relief or Rural 
Rate Relief.
 
Mr Dunne said: “This additional funding is very 
welcome, and I shall be speaking to Shropshire 
Council about how they intend to distribute it. 
There are a few businesses that have fallen through 
the cracks of the support network, due to not 
paying Business Rates, including B&Bs and those in 
serviced offices, or other premises where Rates are 
paid as part of a management charge – so this will 
help provide additional support to these important 
businesses for South Shropshire.
 
I have joined other backbench MPs in calling 
on the Chancellor to deliver additional support 
mechanisms for the hospitality and tourism sector, 
but this is a welcome first step.”
 
Businesses which are eligible for the existing grant 
schemes or Self-employed Income Support Scheme 
are ineligible for these grants. In addition, they will 
only be accessible to:
 

• Businesses with ongoing fixed building-related 
costs
• Businesses which can demonstrate that they 
have suffered a significant fall in income due to the 
Covid-19 crisis
• Business with fewer than 50 employees
• Businesses that were trading on or before 11th 
March.

...and dairy farmers 
 
South Shropshire MP Philip Dunne has welcomed 
government support for the dairy sector to help 
those farmers who have lost substantial outlets for 
their milk due to the Coronavirus restrictions. 
 
Following concerns raised with Ministers by farming 
bodies endorsed by Mr Dunne and other MPs, the 
government this week announced eligible dairy 
farmers will be entitled to up to £10,000 each, to 
cover 70% of their lost income during April and 
May to ensure they can continue to operate and 
sustain production capacity without impacts on 
animal welfare.
 
It also comes as the government today backed a 
£1 million promotional campaign to boost milk 
consumption and help producers use their surplus 
stock. Since the start of the coronavirus outbreak, 
parts of the dairy supply chain has been severely 
affected facing challenges with excess milk, falling 
prices, and a collapse in demand from the hospitality 
sector.
 
Mr Dunne said: “The lockdown has brought 
particular pressures on dairy farmers, whose cows 
still produce milk daily and need feeding, while 
for many their markets have significantly reduced 
with closure of restaurants, cafes, and food service 
businesses. I have been pressing both Defra and 
Treasury Ministers to put forward a hardship fund 
to help tide badly affected dairy farmers over this 
very difficult period.
 
So I am delighted the government has put in place 
this additional support of up to £10,000 for affected 
farms, to make up for lost income in April and May. 
I believe this will help considerably in relieving the 
immediate financial pressure on those dairy farmers 
who have seen much of the market for their milk 
disappear.”
 
Eligible dairy farmers who have lost more than 
25% of their income over April and May due to 
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coronavirus disruptions will be eligible to access 
this funding for those qualifying months, with no 
cap set on the number of farmers who can receive 
this support or on the total funding available.
 
More information on how to access the scheme 
will be released by Defra in due course.

Shropshire Wildlife Trust
Join our wildlife gardening guru John Hughes for 
tips on what to plant, and where, in your garden to 
make it a haven for wildlife.
Live stream on June 3rd 7.30pm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nh5KeyflQIM
Graham Hubbard   ludlowswt2@hotmail.com
Shropshire Wildlife Trust

Grantfinder - 6 months free access
Shropshire Council has been working hard to 
support businesses, including distributing more 
than £56m to over 4,000 local businesses as part of 
the Government’s Small Business Grant Fund.

We’re delighted to have the opportunity to 
promote free access to grant funding information 
for our local small and medium-sized businesses, 
particularly at a time where further support is 
urgently needed.

Open4Business allows businesses to easily find 
business news and loans, grant and funding 
information. We hope this new resource, available 
until 31 October 2020, will complement the wide 
range of business support already offered by the 
Marches Growth Hub.
Steve Charmley, Shropshire Council’s Cabinet 
member for assets, economic growth and regeneration

Severn Trent to donate £1m to charity 
...if customers cut daily demand by 150 million litres 
to the end of June. With the hot weather here to 
stay, and daily demand for water rocketing in recent 

weeks to over two billion litres, Severn Trent has 
challenged its customers to slash their daily demand 
to earn money for local charities, and to help 
protect supplies during the coronavirus pandemic. 
That means the company has committed to give 
£1m to charities on the frontline of the COVID-19 
response across the Midlands for every 150 million 
litres of water demand reduces, on an average daily 
basis, over the period to the end of June.

Liv Garfield, Chief Executive of Severn Trent, said:
“We know it’s hot, and people need to use more 
water than normal, but over the last few weeks, 
we’ve seen demand spike, increasing hundreds of 
millions of litres every day above normal.

“We’re flat-out treating loads of extra water for 
everyone, and we’re happy to do that, but we 
wanted to encourage everyone to reduce their 
water consumption just a little bit and we’ll then 
donate the money we would’ve spent producing 
more water to the local charities which are doing 
such a wonderful job during the coronavirus crisis.

“We’ve already got regional branches of Age UK 
and Mind signed up, and we really want to make 
that donation! So we’re calling on the people in all 
of the counties we cover – from Gloucestershire 
to the outskirts of Sheffield, from Rutland to the 
Welsh borders – to help us help them and to let us 
donate that money to local charities.

Some of the increase in usage is down to more 
handwashing due to coronavirus, which is completely 
understandable, but we can see that huge increase 
in recent weeks is because people are using things 
like sprinklers and pressure washers far more than 
before, especially as industry is nowhere near back 
to normal.

Some of the top ways you can help save water, and 
make money for a local charity, include:
Putting the garden hose or sprinkler away; a brown 
lawn quickly bounces back to green when it rains 
again;
Have fun in your garden but keep an eye on how 
much you’re using the paddling pool – an average 
pool uses as much as three people would use in a 
whole day;
If you’ve got a traditional toilet without the two 
button flush, order a free Buffaloo from Severn 
Trent that’ll reduce how much water you use each 
flush;
Filthy cars are the new fashion – as long as you’re 
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keeping your windows, mirrors and lights clean 
maybe your car would like to get a little dirty for a 
change; and...
Who really wants to be pressure-washing the patio 
right now? Sit down with a cold drink and enjoy the 
weather instead!

Mary McMurtrie (1902-2003) 
by Chris Moore
I just love traditional cottage and wild flowers. 
This probably stems from my childhood spent in 
the Warwickshire countryside. My father and his 
parents before him were fond of growing fruit, 
vegetables and flowers for cutting, but it was my late 
mother who was the plantswoman in the family. She 
knew the names and origin of all the plants that they 
had assimilated in their large garden. Some years 

before her death she 
bought two copies 
of the book “Mary 
McMurtrie’s Country 
Garden Flowers” by 
Timothy Clark (2009, 
Garden Art Press), 
one for her and one 
for me (see photo). 
Many of us have heard 
of her more famous 
contemporaries such 
as Margery Fish and 

Gladys Emmerson, but I would wager thatfew 
of us have heard of Mary McMurtrie who made 
many outstanding contributions to horticulture. 
For anyone interested in the survival of historical 
country garden flowers, I highly recommend the 
book my mother gave me.

Born Mary Margaret Mitchell on 26 June 1902 
in Aberdeenshire, Mary’s father was a village 
schoolmaster. Mary was to become a well known 
botanical artist. She attended Gray’s School of Art 
in Aberdeen. Whilst at Gray’s, Mary was first in 
her year when she graduated, the prize for which 
was astudy visit to Italy. However the prize was 
not deemed appropriate for a girl who would 
undoubtedly become a housewife, so it was awarded 
to the boy who came second. Thank goodness 
times have changed! Mary published several 
books on wild flowers. She continued painting and 
publishing until she was over a hundred years old, 
so there is hope for us yet! Unfortunately Mary 
died whilst preparing material for a book on cottage 
garden flowers but her paintings were published 
posthumously by Timothy Clark who used them 

to produce the book entitled “Mary McMurtrie’s 
Country Garden Flowers” (ibid) from which most 
of the information included in this article is derived.
Despite her enthusiasm for painting Mary attended 
a school to learn domestic science. This was at the 
insistence of her mother, who deemed it essential 
preparation as Mary was due to marry John 
McMurtrie, Church of Scotland Minister at Skene, 
Aberdeenshire. Mary and John went on to have 
four children, and motherhood along with running 
a busy parish left little time for Mary to paint. 
However, John was a keen gardener with a passion 
for native hardy plants, and especially primroses 
which he started collecting in the 1930s. Mary 
shared her husband’s interest and enjoyed long 
summer evenings designing the garden, weeding, 
planting and dividing plants. John exchanged plants 
with the main growers of the day and sold saxifrages 
and double primroses to growers in England and 
Ireland. The McMurtries started a nursery at Skene 
Manse in 1931. At the start of the Second World 
War Mary started breeding chickens, Dark Cuckoo 
Marans which lay wonderful brown eggs. John 
grew vegetables and maintained his primrose beds. 
Despite the war, both John and Mary persevered 
in preserving the older varieties of plants which 
had become their mutual passion.  John, who was 
twenty three years Mary’s senior, died in 1949.

After John’s death Mary moved from the Manse 
that had been their home but she continued to 
run a successful plant nursery from 1950 to 1959. 
Mary regularly had a plant stand at the Aberdeen 
horticultural shows and, buoyed up by her success, 
in 1960 bought a 16th-century country mansion, 
Balbithan House, which she completely restored. 
She also transformed the gardens into a nursery 
specialising in alpines, rock plants and old garden 
varieties including roses, violas, pinks, primulas and 
other native wild flowers. Along with Margery Fish 
and Gladys Emmerson with whom she exchanged 
many plants, Mary was one of the few gardeners 
who kept alive some of the old varieties of garden 
flowers. In his book, “Mary McMurtrie’s Country 
Garden Flowers” (ibid), Timothy Clark stated 
that ‘in the absence of a National Society for the 
Preservation of Garden Plants, the nurseries run by 
Mary McMurtrie, Gladys Emmerson and Margery 
Fish were the principal suppliers of historic plants 
from the end of the war until the late 1970s’.

Mary started writing with small pieces in magazines 
such as “The Countryman” and “Scots Magazine”. 
Having raised the children and restored the house 



14

and gardens, Mary had more time to indulge her 
passion for watercolour painting. She enjoyed 
holidays in the Algarve and visited her daughter 
living in Kenya, using both opportunities to paint 
flowers. Mary exhibited her paintings in localart 
galleries and eventually became internationally 
recognised as one of Britain’s leading botanical 
illustrators, exhibiting in Scotland, France, Portugal, 
Kenya and at the Royal Horticultural Society in 
London. The University of Lisbon commissioned 
Maryto illustrate “The Flowers of the Algarve”, 
a series of six booklets published between 1973 
and 1998. She also illustrated Roy Gender’s 1975 
book “Growing Old-fashioned Flowers” (published 
by David & Charles). Mary retired from running 
the nursery and produced the illustrations for her 
own first book of flowers entitled “Wild Flowers 
of Scotland” (Heritage Press (Scotland)) in 1982 
when she was 80 years old. She went on to publish 
the books “Scots Roses of Hedgerows and Wild 
Gardens” (Garden Art Press) in 1999 and “Scottish 
Wild Flowers” (Garden Art Press) in 2001. Mary 
completed the illustrations for “Old Cottage Pinks” 
published by Garden Art Press in 2003, shortly 
before her death on 1 November 2003 at the age 
of 101.

Timothy Clark concluded his book with the 
comments that ’Mary was never idle. When she 
was not painting she was gardening and when 
neither of these occupations could be achieved she 
was a gifted amateur poet’. He went on to include 
a poem found by Mary’s son after her death, it is 
entitled “The Eident Lass” (eident meaning diligent 
or conscientious), the poem reads thus:

The Eident Lass
Her love he died at the turn o’the year
(and the long years pass)
Her heart it was broken, she wept for her dear
The lonely lass
‘Thou didst not wed again’, wert thou afraid?
(and the long years pass)
‘Why, nobody asked me to, sir’ she said
(and there’s none the marrow of him that’s dead)
so she thought, alas
She turned to her garden and wrought day and night
(and the long years pass)
Her pinks and her primroses all her delight
The eident lass
Her heart that was broken is now made whole
(as the long years pass)
And the flowers in her garden cheer many a soul
With the birds and the trees and the soft green 

grass
Content, now, she was.
Imagine Joyce Grenfell saying this...
Subject: Women’s Institute email 

Mobberly WI have issued the following guidance 
for isolation:
Right ladies, Judith Bickerstaffe has kindly emailed 
the crochet patterns for the face masks and 
matching underwear sets. Anyone who runs out 
of wool should message Delia who will leave fresh 
supplies in a vacuum sealed sandwich bag on your 
doorstep. She will knock the theme tune to Miami 
Vice on your door so you know it’s her, you’ll have 
to take pot luck on colours, but I do know there is 
a particularly lovely shade of burnt copper. 

Mavis has drawn up a rota for the Haz Mat suit 
and WW2 Gas Mask, it is one-size-fits-all so please 
don’t specify size requirements. If any of our less 
able members need provisions such as bread, milk, 
wine, gin or pickled walnuts please contact Cynthia, 
who will pop to the shops for you, providing her 
moped isn’t being used by her grandson for pizza 
deliveries.

Laura will go ahead with her useful and inspirational 
talk on Christmas and other gifts made from 
J-cloths, via Skype.

Currently we will have to abandon our collection of 
soft toys made from used hosiery, particularly after 
that unfortunate incident when Derek Malmsbury 
was found doing unspeakable things to the elephant 
made by his wife, Nora. I’m sure we all support 
Nora at this upsetting time. Apparently they WERE 
Derek’s fishnets, which is why he was confused and 
why he wanted them back. Still that should never 
be done to a child’s soft toy.

Connie is finishing off the template for making 
an emergency face mask and draft excluder from 
a spare bra. I know some members have raised 
concern that as Connie is a 46GG she has more 
material to work with than most, but she assures 
me her template will be scalable from 32 A upwards.

Audrey wants to apologize for the mix-up with 
the medication run, but please be rest assured 
Joan suffered no side effects from taking Marjorie 
Butterworth’s husband’s Viagra and Haliborange. 
And likewise, Marjorie’s husband seems to have 
responded really well to the HRT. Marjorie says 
they even agreed on the pattern for their new 



15

curtains.
Sad news because of the Government  
announcement, the trip to Leeds and ‘Miss Fifi’s 
Private Dungeon and Macramé club’ has been 
postponed, and at this moment we don’t have a 
rescheduled date.

Great news: we have already started collecting 
prizes for the summer fayre raffle. It looks like 
the star prize this year may well be a pack of 9 
Andrex Quilted Aloe Vera toilet rolls. Shortly 
followed by a complete set of knitted Nolan Sisters 
toilet roll covers. Mavis says any resemblance 
between Colleen and Anne Widdecombe is purely 
coincidental.

Right, Ladies, I must dash. I hear Tiffins has just had 
a fresh delivery of tinned prunes... 
Ludlow New WI via Jill Perks

Shrewsbury shopping centres to re-open
Plans are afoot to re-open Shrewsbury’s three 

shopping centres – Darwin, Pride Hill and Riverside 
on June 15th.
Kevin Lockwood (above), Shrewsbury shopping 
centres manager, said: “We’re looking forward to 
welcoming customers and retailers back to the 
centres, however the health and safety of our 
tenants, staff and visitors will be our top priority.

“In the coming days we’ll be preparing for this by 
producing and displaying new signage, installing 
hand sanitisers, working with tenants on queue 
management and implementation of the guidelines, 
and monitoring customer numbers throughout 
the centres. There will also be controls in place to 
monitor customer numbers in the toilet facilities in 
the Pride Hill Centre, to comply with the guidelines 
as much as possible.”
For more information about Shrewsbury shopping 

A. J. Millard
Chartered Accountants

01584 890181
Stone House Farm • Bitterley

Ludlow • SY8 3HQ

Specialist help 
& advice for 

small businesses and 
the self-employed

Harwood Firewood - Cordwood

General assorted hardwood, various 
lengths and thicknesses, 
approx 4 tons available.
Will sell as you require, 

cut and down for six months.
Buyer collects from Knowbury.

Please contact 01584 890122 
or 07970 890122

This space 
could be 
working for you!
Advertise in West of 
the Clee and reach 
300 homes from £5pm
Call Norman Willis 
for a rate card  01584 
823770 or email ns_
willis@hotmail.com 
We’d love to hear 
from you!
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We always welcome your photos, please send them in jpeg format to westoftheclee1@gmail.
com and remember to include the name of the photographer.

The Spring Garden - two views by Di Embrey

 An Easter Garden constructed by the Robinson children at Quarry 

Cottage, Cockshutford, to provide inspiration for reflection 

for those out walking over the Easter weekend.

Mike Hardingham, Clee St Margaret

Readers’ pictures

Pauline Green writes: These Bitterley scarecows helped a little in 
lifting the spirits and raise a smile from passers by, especially “little 
ones” who have helped themselves to a treat. Mr Scarecrow arrived 

first, followed two days later by Mrs Scarecrow, very glamorous with 
earrings and pearls, a little out of his league perhaps. They are not 

following “social distancing” but sure that they are not at risk. Would 
be lovely if other residents could add to the population

Photos: Sian Hawes
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Two more from Sian Hawes. Sian explained that she was doing her Pilates exercises beneath this delightful cherry tree.

In the good old days: Stoke St Milborough Village soup lunch, photo Elizabeth Warman 

Mill Turn bench, repaired by Dave Edwards. 
Sent by Elizabeth Warman Inexperienced mother duck lays an egg on the patio. Photo Linda Fowler
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The Humble-Bee Gardeners
07534148428 / 01584 891463
team@humblebeegardeners.co.uk

- Garden & Landscape Design
- Planting & Pruning
- Horticultural Consultation
- Seasonal Border Maintenance
- Wooden Buildings & Structures
- Fencing
- Patios & Paving

Let us put the joy back into your garden!
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We are both highly qualified, 
very experienced and absolutely 

dedicated to providing our 
patients with the best quality care 

in our respective disciplines.

We have many testimonials from 
patients, some are on our websites 

and a couple to the right.

T: 01584 823331

PODIATRY/CHIROPODY
Debby Luxton. HCPC Registered

Treating and Caring for Feet 
General and Specialised

(Verruca and Fungal Nail)

Middleton | Ludlow | SY8 3EF                                                                          

OSTEOPATHY
Ian Luxton. GOSC Registered

Treating Pain and Injury
Acute and Chronic Head to Toe

“I’m now free of discomfort due 
to the excellent and wholly 
appropriate treatment you

have given me.”

“We have greatly appreciated 
your attention and trusted 

your advice.”

www.ludlowpodiatrist.co.uk www.ludlowosteopath.co.uk

• BIOMASS, AIR & GROUND 
SOURCE (RHI GRANTS 
AVAILABLE)

• STOVES AND FIREPLAC-
ES

• BOILERS & WOODBURN-
ING COOKERS

• GAS & ELECTRIC STOVES
• OVER 50 STOVES ON 

DISPLAY
• FULL INSTALLATION & 

BUILDING WORKS
• IN HOUSE TEAMS

FULLY INSURED, HETAS, MCS, & RECC REGISTERED. 
PLEASE ASK FOR DETAILS OF OUR SCRAPPAGE SCHEME

85 GRAVEL HILL, LUDLOW, SHROPSHIRE, SY8 1QU 
TEL: 01584 878552  •  WWW.LUDLOWSTOVES.CO.UK

01547 520037
07966 521280

• All types of woodwork
• Doors & windows

• Staircases
• Roof & frame 

carpentry
• Wooden fl oors

• Kitchens

Carpentry & Joinery
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Owing to the Coronavirus outbreak it has been decided 
that it would be prudent to cancel our remaining 
meetings for this year. We will of course review the 
situation, as we plan for the 2020-2021 programme 
which is due to begin in October, and let members 
know. Meanwhile please enjoy this article by Dr John 
Bell, a former secretary of the gardening club.
Bev Harris, secretary Bevharris15@yahoo.co.uk
01584 83703 

April and May Garden Colour with Tulips 
In the month of April our Garden Club [usually] stages 
a ‘Spring Show’. Though only a small gardening club 
the entries are of a high standard and the colours are 
amazing. The flower for this month I have chosen a 
bulb once again growing in the wild in Iran, Afghanistan, 
Turkey, and other parts of Central Asia. There are 
about 150 species in the family Liliacea. Most of the 
cultivated tulips are derived from Tulipa gesneriana. 
The history of this bulb is quite fascinating. It is thought 
that it arrived in Europe (Antwerp) in 1562 from 
Constantinople. and nine years later 41 different kinds 
of tulip were described in a herbal written by d’Obel in 
Lille. In 1577 tulips were being grown in England in an 
apothecary’s garden of James Garrett with a mention 
20 years later in Gerrard’s Herball. 

In 1600 the first Dutch bulb growing occurred south of 
Haarlem. Then some 34 years later was the start of ‘Tulip 
Mania’. Clusius (Charles de L’Ecluse) took up his post in 
the medical faculty of Leiden as a botanist (Herbalist) 
and completed the first major work on tulips in 1592. 
He had begun to notice the variations in colour (which 
we now know is due to a virus carried by aphids and 
causes the flare of different colours in the inner petals) 
and between 1634 and 1637 bulbs were being sold for 
2,500 guilders and one, Semper Augustus, made nearly 
6000 guilders. Sometime in 1637 a Dutch farmer paid 
the following purchase price- two loads of wheat and 
four of rye, four fat oxen, eight pigs, a dozen sheep, 
two ox heads of wine, four tons of butter, a thousand 
pounds of cheese, a bed, some clothing and a silver 

beaker (approx. 2,500 guilders). 
This state of affairs that followed is 
akin to our recent banking fiasco. 
The virus ‘damaged’ bulbs were 
slow to reproduce so the sellers 
began selling promissory notes 
guaranteeing the future delivery 
of the bulb. These promissory 

Burwarton & District 
Gardening Club

notes were then sold on until the bulb was big enough 
to deliver (probably 3 years from a bulb offset) - the 
unlucky gambler being the person who could not resell 
the note because they now owned the bulb! It was 
known as the ‘tulip wind trade’ (transactions involved 
nothing more than air) and this was ended by the Dutch 
government by enforcing economic controls in 1637. 

It would be churlish not to mention the local 
nurseryman, garden writer and poet, named John Rea 
who lived in Kinlet near Cleobury Mortimer. In 1665 
he was advertising for sale 184 different bulbs and this 
had increased to 300 in 1676. He left his collection to 
his son in law Samuel Gilbert, who was the rector of 
Quatt, who exploited the ‘new craze’ and completed 
his ‘Florist’s Vade Mecum’ in 1682. Over the next years 
the bulbs became more reasonable in price and the 
wealthy people did not have always the preserve of the 
tulips available as the labouring people, particularly in 
the North, began to specialise in the hybridising of these 
‘Florists’ tulips. (Here ‘Florists’ means one who grew 
certain plants for their decorative properties). Great 
rivalry began between societies formed in the North 
of the country and the South as showing of the tulips 
became increasingly popular. During the 20th century 
a gradual decline occurred and only a few were left 
cultivating these old-fashioned treasures (English tulips) 
and few are retained in National Collections along with 
auriculas, hyacinths, and pinks. It is of interest to note 
that John Snocken residing at Eardington, Bridgnorth 
has the NCCPG collection.

Linnaes produced the first logical scheme for naming 
plants. Tulips were divided into three main groups 
-early, mid-season and late flowering. Many of the same 
tulips were sold under different names so in 1913 the 
RHS set up a Tulip Nomenclature Committee and 
gradually order returned. Since 1958 new lists are now 
made annually by the Dutch organisation that is now 
responsible for the registration nomenclature. In 1996 
there were 5,600 names varieties of which 2,600 were 
in regular cultivation. There are now 15 different classes 
of Tulip and the varieties of colour, shape, height, and 
time of flowering make a selection for garden growing 
an impossibility. A visit to Keukenhof, Holland, in spring 
blows you away with the numerous swathes of colour 
and large municipal parks are not far behind with their 
displays. We are happy with our reduced list of Queen of 
the Night (single late group) -egg shaped satiny maroon-
black flowers; White Triumphator (lily flowered) –
white with a faint green flush, Pink Impression (Darwin) 
– incredibly large, pink, plump blooms; and “Pretty 
Woman” (Lily-flowered tulip) – is the red member of 
the late, lily-flowered group. 
Dr John BellA flaming parrot tulip
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Bitterley 
Village Hall

Available for dances, parties, 
meetings and a wide variety of 

other activities

To book please call
Jane Jones
01584 890641

or email
bitterley.village.hall@gmail.com

For children (7+) who enjoy looking after animals, using 
tools and getting muddy! 

 

9am—4pm Tuesdays & Thursdays of all Shropshire school 
holidays (except Christmas). 

Cost: £25 per child 

 

For further information and booking please use the   
website or contact Rowanna. 

 

Lower Bush Farm, Stoke Saint Milborough, SY8 2ES, 
www.lowerbush.co.uk, lowerbush@gmail.com, 

07734295144, facebook.com/lowerbush/ 

Forest School and Farm 
School Holiday Club 

J. D.
Garden Maintenance

email:  j.d.gardenmaint@gmail.com
call:   07956 754 507
or fi nd me on Facebook

• Mowing
• Strimming 
• Trimming
• Chainsawing 
• General clearing 
& tidying
of garden areas

For all your building needs
stonework, plastering 
and patios

Malcolm Jones
Bricklayer and general builder

01584 873 720 
07791 431 306
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The Consistory Court
Today, in ‘normal’ times I would have been going down 
the hill to St Milburga’s Church in Stoke St Milborough 
and to Heath Chapel to put up some notices in the 
church and chapel and on the churchyard notice boards. 
They would have had to stay there for 28 days to tell 
anyone who is interested that a team of archaeologists 
is planning to dig 2 meter square ‘test pits’ in the 
chapel-yard at Heath; and invite comments. In the 
circumstances, as they now exist, I am being asked to 
do this by other means, hence this article. 

In church jargon we are applying for a ‘faculty’ from 
the Consistory Court of the Diocese of Hereford. 
Yes, court, and the whole process I am finding is a 
fascinating history lesson. To appreciate the origins of 
the court we have to go back to the early years after the 
Norman Conquest, that is comfortably over 900 yrs! 
The man, William, had a plan for sure, and the church 
was used very much as an arm of his government, just 
as important as the sword. So originally you could find 
yourself in front of the court for all manner of reasons 
for defaming someone or for matters of probate or 
matrimonial issues, to say nothing of generally morality 
or church discipline, and this applied to the whole of the 
population. 

Amazingly, the courts survived through the reformation 
and all other shocks and perturbations, and only lost 
most of their functions in the 18th and 19th century. 
There is at least one such court physically still in 
existence, in the Chester Cathedral. Of course, we 
have no notion as to whether the archaeological 
investigations will go ahead at the end of July this year, 
even if we get all the permissions, it doesn’t look at all 
hopeful I suppose! Nevertheless, to the right is a copy 
of the Public Notice, and it gives an address to write to 
should you wish to object.
Peter Cornah

tired
aching 
feet?
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callus?

For a full 
professional service 
in the comfort 
of your own home 
call

Kerry Banks
MPS (cert)

01584 891727
07732 315946
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Stoke St Milborough 
Village Hall
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•licensed bar •catering kitchen
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Bitterley 
Village Hall

Alexandra House
Diamond Life Healthcare

We provide a high standard of 
Quality Care for people who wish 

to stay in their own home, as 
well as rehabilitation care after 

hospitalisation.

providing quality care

Telephone 01584 872233
for details of care packages

Call Wade  07494 324433

 ■ Virus/Spyware Removal
■ O.S. Install/Re-install

■ Hard Disk Recovery
■ Back Up System
■ Broadband Setup

■ Speeding-Up Old Computers
■ Software Installation

■ Tuition
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With the world now a very different place to how it 
was just a few weeks ago, we are all finding the time to 
reflect on times past, to make the most of the present 
and to project our hopes and dreams onto the future. 
One way in which I like to work on all three of these, 
is to play with words, and in particular, to write poetry.

Poetry has always been around me for as long as I 
can remember, in the rhymes of my grandmother, the 
embedded memories of children’s television and the 
poems learnt by heart in the classroom. As soon as I 
discovered that poetry was not just written by ‘other 
people’, but could be written by anybody, including 
myself, I woke up to the possibilities of language and 
the infinite variety of sounds and meanings that could 
be made with it.

I have always written poetry spontaneously. Ideas 
come to me out of nowhere and have to be written 
down, or they will keep nagging me and never go away. 
Only the process of turning these ideas into poems 
will fix these ideas in stone and enable me to move on 
to something else. Sometimes, poems come to me in 
a close succession, like buses. Other times, I can be 
waiting for months before they eventually turn up out 
of the blue… like buses.

So, my poems have emerged from almost 30 years of 
scribblings that sat in exercise books and on hard drives, 
waiting to be rediscovered, re-read, reconsidered, 
rewritten... Some of them are serious. Some of them 
are silly. Some of them are completely bonkers, but 
those are usually my favourites. When I finally took the 
time to bring them all together, I realised that I had 
enough for a collection and so here it is: The Match that 
Lit the Fuse. 

By way of a taster, here’s a poem that I wrote soon after 
moving to Stoke St Milborough, when full-time teaching 
was behind me and I thought that I might explore the 
idea of becoming a magistrate. Attending Kidderminster 
Magistrates Court to watch proceedings unfold gripped 
me and unsettled me in equal measure. I never did 
become a magistrate and I hope that the poem goes 
some way towards explaining why. Re-reading it now, 
the image of the family stands out to me more strongly 
than it did before, and I hope that it provides some 
food for thought in these times when family is more 
important than ever:

Number 12
Today I drove to the magistrates
Under wet newspaper skies
To find out if this is really what I want to do,
To decide the future of those
Whose present is drenched in past.

Sheep in fields along the way
Had new company. A pair of lambs,
Or just the one, following, nuzzling.
Mother and offspring number-matched
To help in the event of loss.

Number 12 and her trembling twins
Grazed right beside the gate where I stopped,
Aware but untroubled.
Mother kept them carefully close,
Little twelves stumbling in the warmth of her wake.

Later at court, Case 12 shuffled into the dock,
Hollow-eyed, gently prodded into place.
The prosecutor listed things:
“Possession of a bladed article...”
The defence then listed things back.

She had long left home and the fists and the kicks.
Sleeping now in a borrowed tent.
Friends, but none to offer a fixed abode.
Only cider to sluice the memories away.
She sat impassively watching the wall.

Refusing all help, probation explained.
Unwilling to change, at least for now.
Better to leave her to find her own way.
The bench agreed: Suspended sentence,
Weak words of warning. She nodded and left.

I stopped at the same gate
On the road back home. Number 12 stood there,
Untouched by time. Her lambs stumbled, stop-start,
A few feet away.
They did not leave her gathering gaze.

/cont’d p26  

The Match that Lit the Fire
Debut Poetry Collection from your very own Puzzle Editor, Ashley Smith

I took this photo taken on return from court
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from p23 The collection is available on Kindle, Kindle 
Unlimited or in hard copy for £4.99. To buy your own 
copy, click here or search ‘The Match That Lit the Fuse’ 
at www.amazon.co.uk. Alternatively, you can get in 
touch with me at alvsmith@gmail.com and I can get a 
copy delivered to you.

Finally, for those of you who are interested in writing 
your own poetry, you can browse my blog ‘The 
Schoolbard ’ which documents the ways in which I have 
taught poetry in schools over the years. 

Whilst the lessons themselves were aimed at children 
of primary age, many of the ideas and techniques used 
can be applied to writers of all ages. As is usual with 
blogs, the content appears in reverse order, but you can 
search by date or theme if you wish. Do get in touch 
with me if you want to share your words or thoughts. 
I’d be delighted to hear from you! 
Ashley Smith alvsmith@gmail.com

Poetry Corner 
Lockdown
 
The idea of a ‘lockdown’,
Filled me with fear and dread.
No-one to touch or speak with?
I would rather I was dead.
 
But when it came, although at first,
I hated every minute.
It gradually dawned on me,
It’s really freedom innit?
 
No driving miles to do stuff,
Nor mingling with the mob,
And knowing it’s not only me,
Who needs to shut one’s gob.
 
And being treated well in shops,
Although you have to queue.
There’s no-one near the till to say,
“Hey! I was before you!”
 
Money’s tight I know although,
You can’t get out to spend it.
But all-day dossing’s not so bad,
I hope they never end it.
 
There are some downsides too of course,
Like the shortage of grub,
And they won’t let you snog the girls.

Or meet them down the pub.
 
But Hey! these are some troubled times,
And Covid is a pig.
And what with all the deaths there are,
This thing’s become quite big.
 
So I’ll do what I’m told to do,
Stay home and cogitate.
And if friends try to tempt me out,
I’ll just say, “Clear off mate!”
 
Tony Smith ©2020 

April
April! April! Aphrodite’s gentle child, come closer and 
spread your warmth where fickle March has left its 
chill.
Prise open fat buds for their leaves to stretch and 
embrace the changing air. Let their freshness reclothe 
the naked twigs.
Release your flowers from their winter rest! Send 
their fragrance on calming breezes into the scudding 
white clouds of an azure sky. “The season of birdsong 
has come, and the cooing of doves will be heard in our 
land.”
Invite us into your reawakening world! Take us by 
surprise with strikes of sunshine through sudden 
showers! Delight us with your gifts of violets like 
precious amethysts!
Linger here, Aphrodite’s generous child! We have 
waited so long for your arrival! Gaudy May can wait 
awhile!
Gillian Dredge ©2020

Life In Lockdown (Down Under!)

Covid nineteen is affecting us all,
If we don’t stay at home our industry will fall;
The Government is doing all they can do,
So, really, New Zealand, none of this should be new.
We know about lockdown and the rules that were 
made,
So don’t go to the store just to buy lemonade;
Don’t panic - buy toilet rolls - think of others as well,
Then all will be satisfied, happy and swell;
The curve is flattening, the cases are dropping,
But Kiwis, that doesn’t mean going out shopping.
Schools remain closed, adults working from home,
So, stay in your little bubble-sized dome;
Kiwis, stay local, don’t go for long drives,
And remember, New Zealand,
Stay home, save lives.
Francesca Palmer, aged 12



27

Joel
Joel was a prophet who had watched swarm after 
swarm of locusts cover the land of Israel and wipe out 
the crops. He described these locusts as though they 
were an enemy army destroying everything in sight. 
He said the Lord had sent the locusts to punish Israel 
for their sin in forgetting about Him. Joel also used the 
locusts as a warning that there was going to be a real 
army which would be attacking Israel if they did not 
repent. But, as with so many of the prophets, he added 
that, if the Israelites said sorry for their sin, God would, 
in his mercy, forgive them and they would be blessed.

Crowds fill Decision Valley,
The judgment day of the Lord will soon be here -
 no light from the sun or moon,
and stars no longer shine.
 From the heart of Jerusalem, the Lord roars like a lion,
 Shaking the earth and sky.
But the Lord is a fortress,
a place of safety for his people Israel.

Anna Wheatley

How well do you know your 
Bible?
Joan Palmer says true or false?
1. There are only three books in the Old testament 
which, in our normal Bible, are divided into two 
separate parts.
2. Both Jesus and John the Baptist referred to the 
Pharisees as ‘a brood of vipers.’
3.The Ethiopian official gave a lift to Philip the 
evangelist on his way to Jerusalem.
4. The 119th Psalm has 176 verses and is divided into 
22 sections, based on the letters of the Hebrew 

Books of the Bible alphabet.
5.Both Jews and Gentiles were represented in 
those who came to worship the infant Christ.
6. There are eight letters by Paul to churches with 
the name ending in -ians in the normal title, e.g. to 
the EphesIANS.
7. The churches in Macedonia were rebuked by 
Paul for their unwillingness to contribute towards 
his welfare.
8. Aquila was the wife of the tentmaker who gave 
Paul hospitality in Corinth.
9. Esau was entitled to the elder son’s blessing 
because he was a few years older than Jacob.
10. Out of the Garden of Eden flowed four rivers 
which watered the land.

Answers

1. True: Samuel, Kings and Chronicles 2.True: 3. False: 
He was on his way back from Jerusalem 4. True. 5. True: 
the shepherds were Jewish, the Kings Gentiles 6. True: 
Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, 
Thessalonians. 7. False: they were praised for being generous! 
8. False: Aquila was the husband; Priscilla was the wife. 9. 
False: Esau was the first born by a few minutes (they were 
twins) 10. True: find the answer in Genesis chapter 2

Woodburners 
& Chimneys

Alex Read • Ludlow 
01584 823519
07941 376014

Installation
Servicing & 

Commissioning

timberstone1@hotmail.com
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Summer in the new 
normal
 
As I write, we have had several 
weeks of glorious weather 
before entering June, with warm 
sunny days providing the main 
relief from the dark shadow of 

the coronavirus pandemic, which continues to disrupt 
many of our usual freedoms.
 
I have considerable sympathy with those who have 
been coping with the lockdown in cities, where 
outside space and access to nature is limited. One of 
the many reasons people choose to make their lives in 
South Shropshire, or to move here, is for the beautiful 
countryside we enjoy. At a time where we have had to 
limit our exposure to others, I know for many people 
our countryside has been invaluable.
 
But equally, I feel for those who would usually be putting 
much dedicated time and effort, often for free, into the 
many community events we enjoy in South Shropshire 
over the summer months. As we do not know how 
long this wretched virus will be with us, planning events 
even months in advance has been impossible. Great 
stalwarts of the South Salopian summer calendar have 
had to be cancelled – like Burwarton Show this August 
– or postponed.
 
So it will fall to many of us to have our own DIY 
summers, if we want to retain some of the fun and 
sense of community such events bring. Having seen 
how our communities came together to mark VE Day 
with social distancing, or the weekly clap for carers 
that sees neighbours united in celebration of NHS, care 
and essential workers, I feel confident that we will see 
similar community spirit during this summer.
 
I write ahead of publication, but easing some of the 
lockdown measures, including allowing for more time 
outside and the resumption of some sports that lend 
themselves to social distancing, with hopefully a gradual 
opening of more non-food shops and leisure activities, 
will help avoid a stir-crazy summer – especially when 
I anticipate overseas travel continuing to be severely 
restricted.
 
I hope this cautious resumption of some freedoms 
means we are slowly getting back to normal. But this 
will continue to be conditional on the rate of new 

Letter from Westminster

infections not reigniting. We are all aware of what we 
are trying to do as a country to beat this virus. So it falls 
to us all to use common sense, and try and reduce our 
chances of spreading the disease as much as possible.
 
One of the impacts of the disruption to Parliamentary 
business from coronavirus has meant my Private 
Members Bill, to clean up Britain’s rivers, had been 
meant to start its passage in the House of Commons 
before the summer recess, but has now been pushed 
back to October. I remain hopeful it will have enough 
time to get through the House of Commons and make 
it into law, but timing is getting tighter. I am also highly 
doubtful I will be able to undertake my summer routine 
of driving my campervan to smaller villages in South 
Shropshire to hold my mobile advice surgeries – due to 
the need to social distance. But as ever, you can contact 
me by email on philip.dunne.mp@parliament.uk if you 
would like to raise an issue.
Keep safe and well.
Phillip Dunne MP
philip.dunne.mp@parliament.uk    01584 872187 
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA

Philip Dunne COVID-19 update

Phillip Dunne’s office is co-ordinating information 
about South Shropshire support groups for 
the virus. Please see Facebook page ‘Pulling 
together Ludlow’: https://www.facebook.com 
groups/211475336728660/ and to email the 
volunteers use address: ludlowcovid19volunteers@
gmail.com 

See p11 for COVID-19 business support.

Daily update www.gov.uk/coronavirus

Sheep grazing wanted
 

Small numbers, any size of paddock or land 
considered, short or longer term

Please contact 
Tom on 07581 729037
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superb seasoned hardwood firewood
Cut and split to required size

Delivered in 1.2 metre bags with crane vehicle

No stacking - No mess - No problems

Contact David  07866 44 11 54

Nick Gatehouse
Painter & Decorator

Interior and Exterior • Barn and stable spraying 
specialist

01584 891 601 or 07890 262 172
 nickgatehouse69@gmail.com

Grove Tree & Hedgerow Services
• Tree Surgery     • Tree felling
• Stump removal  • Hedge cutting
• Hedge laying

a fully qualifi ed and fully insured service
Chris Parkinson BSc HND
Tel 07896 548940
www.grovetreeservices.co.uk
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The Joy of Gardening
(and the discovery of sprouting)
What a wonderful tonic the garden has been in these 
strange times. It has given me a focus and kept me 
grounded (metaphorically as well as physically!) My first 
concern when entering lockdown was how we were 
going to keep ourselves supplied with fresh fruit and 
vegetables without going out shopping (which I didn’t 
want to do). We were coming to the end of last year’s 
produce, and I could foresee the hungry gap approaching 
just around the corner (the time between last year’s 
crops and this year’s being productive). This prompted a 
flurry of planting up pots and troughs with salad leaves, 
growing mustard and cress on the windowsill, and 
sprouting seeds and beans (of which more later). I have 
done all of these things before, but never with the same 
sense of urgency as I’ve felt this year. 

I had planned a gentle year on the vegetable plot, 
having taken on more than I could really cope with in 
previous seasons. However, it hasn’t turned out that 
way. I have spent more time planning, preparing, sowing 
and planting than ever before I think. Luckily, I’ve had 
the time to do just that, and that is another strange 
thing. I have been used to shoe-horning my gardening 
activities in between trips away, and time spent out 
doing things with friends and family. Suddenly, there is 
all this time stretching out in front of me with nothing 
on the calendar! 

I have actually rather wallowed in this experience. I have 
been able to do things at a leisurely pace and found it 
very satisfying. My other half has been bemused by the 
amount of time I can spend sieving through the manure 
heap, and emptying and restarting the compost heap. 
Oddly, I find these activities very therapeutic. What 
does this say about me? I don’t know. It’s probably 
memories of making mud pies as a child! 

Well, back to sprouting, as promised. I have had a go 
at sprouting seeds and beans in the past, but rather 
half-heartedly. I dug out the handbook which I have 
had for some years, but only browsed through, and not 
read thoroughly (see end of article for details). It has 
reminded me how nutritious sprouted seeds and beans 
can be. One advantage is that they can be eaten raw, 
so the goodness is not destroyed by cooking, and the 
other is that they contain the enzymes needed to digest 

them, so they are particularly useful for people with 
digestive problems. A further advantage is that they 
are very quick to grow – often ready within 2-5 days. I 
am still learning. As well as sprouting seeds on cotton 
wool and potting compost in plastic trays, I also own an 
ancient sprouting device (see photo), probably of about 
1970s’ vintage. I find it difficult to keep it sterile enough 
with more than one crop on the go at a time, and it is 
only really suitable for small seeds – there isn’t enough 
space for anything larger. I have managed to sprout 
mung beans in it, but the results aren’t brilliant – they 
need more room to expand. For beans and lentils etc. 
I think the answer is to use large jars. I looked on the 
internet for them, but found the patented versions to 
be rather expensive They come with lids with holes in, 
but I think that muslin firmly held in place on the neck of 
the jar should work just as well, and is just as hygienic if 
washed thoroughly between each use. I haven’t started 
on this yet, but will report back on my findings. The 
book tells me that you need to soak the beans for some 
time first (accurate timings in book), then drain them, 
wash them and put them in the jars. Then you need to 
pour in more water a couple of times a day and rest the 
jar at about 45 degrees to drain it off. Hey presto! I have 
just sent off for a large piece of muslin to cut up and use. 

Next month I will let you know how I’ve got on. 
According to my sprouting bible, easy things to start 
with are: alfalfa, almond, chick pea, fenugreek, lentil, 
mung beans, quinoa, sunflower and wheat. But get hold 
of a copy of the book to find out more: ‘The Sprouter’s 
Handbook’ by Edward Cairney. ISBN 1 874640 48 3
Alison Brooks   ali.robertsbrooks@googlemail.com

From the Bothy

Sprouting box, and how to do it



31

Choose cryptic or straight clues, the answers are the 
same. Solution next month, last month’s on p25

Across
1 When international workers unite, please help me! (6)
4 Fancy dressing (6)
9 Answer: one divided by five (5)
10 Merit in shambolic acting? (7)
11 Pen-pusher? (9)
12 Shelled ferry slip (3)
13 Inference drawn from further optional tinkering (13)
15 It looks both ways (3)
16 Public schoolboys embrace southern Europeans (9)
19 Happening to be travelling and working (5,2)
20 Reject fabric with tuft fringe missing (5)
21 Endlessly studied complex responsibilities (6)
22 Chamber is leaving tiramisu in a mess (6)
Down
1 Parts of rising coast simultaneously get fogs (5)
2 Conference town’s betrayal takes guts (5) 
3 US representative: I am able to get stuck into awfully meagre 
ale (8,5)
5 Fun entente Martin brought about (13)
6 Countryman decapitated old Prime Minister (7)
7 It covers all bases in series (4,3)
8 Initial job advertisement (11)
13 Around me rampant greed materialized (7)
14 Toilets disturbed poet (1,1,5)
17 Excuse one put on bail by mistake (5)
18 Superman removes uniform and lets drop an emission (5)

Cryptic Clues

Specially written for West of the Clee by Ashley Smith.  
See www.alvsmith.com for more free puzzles.

Quick Clues
Across
1 SOS (6)
4 Gusto (6)
9 Work out (5)
10 Caretaker (7)
11 Paper seller (9)
12 Stray (3)
13 Forecast (13)
15 Look at (3)
16 Natives of Tallinn (9)
19 Taking place (5,2)
20 Banishment (5)
21 Spotted swapping son quietly 
for daughter - spotted! (6)
22 Vestibule (6)

The Crossword for May/June*

Puzzle page

SUDOKUNUNDRUM: Instead of numbers 1-9, this Sudoku uses 9 
different letters. The same rules apply as in a regular Sudoku, except that 
somewhere in the grid, you will find a 9 letter word.

The Codeword for May/June* Sudokunundrum
4 3 1 26 14 8 10 24 14 9 8 9

6 17 10 23 20 8 17

25 8 20 10 15 4 12 15 17 6 9 26

18 8 8 8 8 22 7

6 8 14 2 8 10 8 14 8 17 1

9 7 20 14 12

1 8 7 7 8 14 10 4 10 25 24 24

26 21 17 12 19

16 4 20 20 8 14 19 17 7 20 8

13 8 24 10 17 15 14
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CRYPTIC CLUES 
 
 
Across 
 1 When international workers unite, please help me! (6) 

 4 Fancy dressing (6) 
 9 Answer: one divided by five (5) 

 10 Merit in shambolic acting? (7) 
 11 Pen-pusher? (9) 

 12 Shelled ferry slip (3) 
 13 Inference drawn from further optional tinkering (13) 

 15 It looks both ways (3) 
 16 Public schoolboys embrace southern Europeans (9) 

 19 Happening to be travelling and working (5,2) 
 20 Reject fabric with tuft fringe missing (5) 

 21 Endlessly studied complex responsibilities (6) 
 22 Chamber is leaving tiramisu in a mess (6) 
 

Down 
 1 Parts of rising coast simultaneously get fogs (5) 

 2 Conference town's betrayal takes guts (5) 

Down
1 Hazes (5)
2 Crimean resort (5)
3 Symbol on the US coat of arms 
(8,5)
5 Distraction (13)
6 Netanyahu’s nationality (7)
7 Baseball players strive for this 
(4,3)
8 Flagging up (11)
13 Appeared (7)
14 Writer of The Wasteland (1,1,5)
17 Defence (5)
18 Seed (5)

* Follow these links to solve Ashley’s puzzles on your tablet or PC.
http://crossword.info/Hasslethymi/WOTC_Codeword_May_2020
http://crossword.info/Hasslethymi/WOTC_Crossword_May_2020

 
Sudokunundrum 
 
Instead of numbers 1-9, this Sudoku uses 9 different letters. The 
same rules apply as in a regular Sudoku, except that somewhere 
in the grid, you will find a 9 letter word. 
 

L T H E
E H A I R

L I
A Y

T E R
S R T
R E S

Y R I
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